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<ADEM KUBILAY SOMYUREK, recalled: 











<EXAMINED BY MR CARR, continued: 





COMMISSIONER: Good morning, Mr Somyurek, Mr Gullaci. Are we 
ready to proceed? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes, I am. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr Carr. 


MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, sometimes witnesses find overnight that 





they've thought about their evidence and thought, 'Well, 


some of my answers were not accurate or complete or need 





to be changed.' Have you had any of those sort of 





A 


feelings overnight or are you comfortable with the 
evidence that you gave yesterday? 

MR SOMYUREK: I didn't read the transcript, so I should have, 
yeah. 

MR CARR: No, I haven't read the transcript either. But you 
haven't got any discomfort with any of your answers from 
yesterday? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, I should have been a bit more articulate in 


places, but no. 





MR CARR: Okay. All right. Now, I'd like to start by taking 


you to exhibit 105, please. Now, this is a message to you 





from Xavier Williams. Who is Xavier Williams? 
MR SOMYUREK: He was one of the - well, he works within the 


government, but he is part of - I guess they're good mates 





with Michael de Bruyn, Nick McLennan and those people. 





They're a cohort. They grew up in student politics, Young 
Labor, together. 
MR CARR: You can see, 'Nathan met with Robin and Kat today.' 


Do you know 'Nathan' to refer to Nathan Croft? 
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MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 
MR CARR: "Robin offered him the two days, he starts on 
Thursday. Kat offered him one day starting in January. 


Until that time he will be on three days at Robin, then 








moving to the 2 plus 1.' You understand that to be a 





reference to Nathan Croft doing two days at Robin Scott's 


gr cg 





electorate office and one day at Kat Theophanous's 





ST Ea! omg 


e€lectorate O 




















ice; correct? 





MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 


MR CARR: All right. Can we just scroll - - - 








COMMISSIONER: What's that got to do with Xavier Williams? 
MR SOMYUREK: So, Commissioner, I can assist if you want. He 
really hasn't got much to do with him at all. He was - he 


and Michael de Bruyn, these guys are all from the Young 





Labor SDA group, when we were in the SDA. So Xavier and 
Michael came across with us. There still were some 


organic links into the Young Labor SDA group and Nathan 








and Jake were from the Young Labor SDA group too, although 


there's an age difference between Michael, Xavier and 








those too. 
COMMISSIONER: Yes, so had Mr Williams been doing some work for 
you? 


MR SOMYUREK: No, no, no. Not at all. So what did he - he's 





just - I mean, he's not a decision maker here. He's just 
conveying what happened, I guess. 


COMMISSIONER: But why? I don't follow. What's his role in 





all this? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, he doesn't have a role. I mean, I'm not 


sure. Well, he doesn't have to tell me. Robin could tell 
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me. Kat could tell me. I mean, he doesn't have to tell 





me that, does he? Some people insert themselves. I don't 
know why he has to tell me. Why couldn't I speak to Robin 
about it? Why did he have to tell me? I don't know. But 
he did play a - look, there's another thing here that we 


should consider. When they were coming across, these guys 





were friends with Xavier Williams, so he was a bit of an 


intermediary through to them. But if my colleagues are 








offering work, I'm capable of getting that information 
from my colleagues. Robin is a very close friend of mine 
for many, many years, so he didn't have to. That's the 
short answer, Commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER: All right. Well, I'm not sure it really is an 
answer to my question, but go on. 

MR SOMYUREK: I'm trying to assist, Commissioner. How - 
I mean, what do you - what's the implication of you not 


being happy with the answer? 





COMMISSIONER: I don't at the moment understand why Mr Williams 
is reporting to you about meetings that have been held 


between Mr Croft and Robin and Kat while Mr Williams is 











talking about the length of time that he might be employed 





by Robin or the length of time he might be employed by 
Kat. Why is he doing that? 

MR SOMYUREK: He has been - like I said, he was the link to 
those two. So I guess he's still - maybe that's his way 


E 


of saying that, 'I want to continue to be,' you know, 





'this is my little group.' So maybe it's his way of 








saying that, but it's superfluous. I mean, I could talk 





to my colleagues about it myself, so I'm not sure why he's 
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doing it. It's what is in his head. 


COMMISSIONER: All right. Yes, Mr Carr. 








MR CARR: Certainly in terms of why that information would be 
coming to you, if we leave Mr Williams out of it, the 
reason for the information coming to you is because you're 
the factional convenor; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, yes. 

MR CARR: And as the factional convenor you have a role in 
staff placements within Moderate Labor offices; correct? 


MR SOMYUREK: Absolutely not. Absolutely not. Robin - they 





were a good fit for Robin and Kat because they are from 





that area. Both are from Cooper and that's where Kat 
Theophanous and Robin Scott are located. That's where 


their electorate is, that's where their electorate offices 





are. Now, these guys were after - - - 





MR CARR: I think you've answered the question. The question 


was whether you have a role in staff placement and you 





said, ‘Absolutely not within Moderate Labor offices.'? 
MR SOMYUREK: Mr Carr, let's just clarify that. These two 


gentlemen, one was working for a federal MP with another 





subfaction of the Right. He got - he got moved on because 
he was changing factions. I'm not being critical. That's 
the way - that's the way the - - - 

MR CARR: I'm sorry, Mr Somyurek, if there's something you need 


to clarify about your answer to my question, then please 





do so. But can I just address your attention to the 





question that you answered ‘Absolutely not'. I put to you 





the proposition that as convenor you had a role in the 








placement of staff within the offices of Moderate Labor 
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MPs and your answer was ‘Absolutely not'. Now, do you 


need to clarify that answer or is that correct? 





















































MR SOMYUREK: Well, I do need to clarify it. If you're saying 
that I had some coercive power to place people in people's 
offices, that's wrong. But because - - - 

MR CARR: (Indistinct) coercive power? 

MR SOMYUREK: That wasn't my role. But if I've got people that 
have come on board and don't have a job, I can ask people 
if they'll be interested in employing people. It's asking 
all the time. It's not part of my role. 

MR CARR: All right. So you don't have any coercive power over 
who is employed, but you can ask for people to be employed 
within Moderate Labor MPs' offices? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Okay. 

MR SOMYUREK: But as can anyone. As can Xavier Williams. 

MR CARR: Did you do that frequently? 

MR SOMYUREK: No. But there are times - I mean, you've seen 
how employers - employees have sort of changed between 
Byrne, Mr Byrne and myself, but not frequently, no. This 
one, we had two people who got sacked from their jobs 
because they were joining our subgroup. 

MR CARR: So let me just understand as a broader proposition 
rather than one limited to these two people. Did you 
frequently have discussions with MPs from within the 
faction about who would work in their offices? 

MR SOMYUREK: No. 

MR CARR: Did you ever have those discussions? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, there's clearly people that have moved 
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between offices and there are - like, Sel and Hamdi came 





on board who were also sacked because they left another 





subgroup. You know, of course there are circumstances 
when we had discussions, yes. 
MR CARR: Okay. Now, can we go down to Box 4. Mr Williams 


writes to you, and we can leave it in the place it is at 





the moment, 'Robin wants him [that is Nathan Croft] to 








work on "special projects" and not EO stuff, so like 
campaigning, fundraising and branch work. This is a good 


E 


fit for him.' Now, what that seems to be suggesting is 











that what's being reported to you is that Robin Scott 








wants this person he's employing in his electorate office 
not to do electorate office work. Do you see - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. Robin Scott is the most cautious person 
I've ever met. I'd be very surprised if that's his take 


on that meeting. But I can't speak for Robin Scott, 





naturally, no, and you seem to have spoken to him. 
MR CARR: Let's just try and understand what you took from this 


message when you received it. Surely you understood this 





to mean that what Robin Scott is suggesting is that Nathan 





Croft is not going to do electorate office work in those 
three days a week, but that he's going to be tasked with 
special projects? 

MR SOMYUREK: I don't know what those special projects are, but 


I can only reiterate, Mr Carr, that Mr Scott is probably 





the most cautious person, frustratingly cautious person 





I have ever met. So I doubt that would have been his take 





a. 


from that meeting. 


MR CARR: I'm asking about your take from the message, 
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Mr Somyurek? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, I've got to say I can't recall that message 
and I probably wouldn't have paid it much attention 


because I probably thought I can speak to Robin about what 





Robin wants to do rather than an intermediary. 

MR CARR: Well, let's read the next box, 'I want Tim, Katie and 
Kat to run ongoing marginal seat campaign training for 
them.' So you're clearly responding to the message? 

MR SOMYUREK: All right, okay, I am responding to the message. 

MR CARR: You've taken it in, obviously? 

MR SOMYUREK: Sorry? 

MR CARR: You've obviously taken it in because you've replied. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yep, yep. 








MR CARR: Surely what you took in from the message was, 'Hey, 


hold on, I'm being told that Robin Scott's hiring this 





person, giving him three days of work a week in his 


Ce. 





electorate o 





ice, and he doesn't want him to do 














Pag og 





electorate o 





ice work. He wants him to do something 





else.' Now surely that's what you took from the message 
when you read it? 


MR SOMYUREK: I don't - I mean, I can't tell you what I took 





from the message now at that particular point in time. 
But obviously - let's be clear about this too. These guys 


were an asset to us coming on board. We didn't have a 





Young Labor network. So at elections our marginal seat 


people had to go cap in hand to other subgroups who did 





have student political and Young Labor people. So these 





guys were going to be an asset to the marginal seats for 


campaigning. 
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COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, I'm judging by that last answer 





that you haven't reflected overnight at all on the level 
at which you were responding and properly answering 
questions that were asked of you. Mr Carr is wanting to 


pursue a very specific question of what your intention and 





state of mind was in this exchange of communications with 
Mr Williams, not what other people's broad processes were 
or why other people might do or not do things. This is 
about your state of mind. Can you focus on that, please? 
MR SOMYUREK: I can't - I can't tell you what my state of mind 
was at that point in time. It's a long time ago. 
COMMISSIONER: Well, when you say, 'I want Katie and Kat to run 
ongoing marginal seat campaign training,’ that doesn't 
give you any assistance as to what your state of mind was? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, I was telling - well, in that case, 
Commissioner, I was actually giving you an outline of what 


my state of mind was. I was actually answering the 





question head on. My state of mind was this, 





Commissioner. I'm going to have to repeat myself again. 





That was my state of mind. That was my state of mind. 
COMMISSIONER: Was it your state of mind that you wanted Tim, 
Katie and Kat to do marginal seat campaign training? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, but that doesn't have to be during 








office - that's not necessarily during office hours. 





COMMISSIONER: I don't follow. Why did you just say that? 











MR SOMYUREK: Because I'm telling you what the context of the 
advantage of these young people coming on board was. We 
never had a Young Labor group, which meant that our 


young - our marginal seats did not have the young 
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activists that the other groupings had. So this 


question - my response there would have been with respect 





to that state of mind. 

COMMISSIONER: Now, I may have misunderstood your evidence 
yesterday, Mr Somyurek, but I thought that the consequence 
of rejecting the President and the Speaker's guidelines 
and the introduction of the amendment in early 2019, you 


regarded that as giving you carte blanche to employee 





E ag 


electoral officers as you saw fit in relation to factional 





activity. Was that not the broad effect of your evidence 


yesterday? 





MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, my evidence yesterday was this: 
COMMISSIONER: No, no, no. I want you to answer my question. 


MR SOMYUREK: All right. 





COMMISSIONER: Was that not the broad effect of your evidence 


yesterday, that following the amendment of 2019 you 








thought that gave you carte blanche to engag lectoral 





officers on factional activity? 

MR SOMYUREK: No, what I said yesterday was when the Ombudsman 
came back with a clear, premeditated gold standard rort, 
she pulled her punches, and there was some doubt on how 


much the members' guide had an effect on s30(4). She 





clarified - the Ombudsman clarified that by saying, 'Well, 
the members' guide is an unenforceable document. My hands 
are tied and s30(4) applies in its broadest possible 
terms. ' 

COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, I'm not asking you what the 
Ombudsman did. I'm asking you what your state of mind was 


about whether or not you had carte blanche to employ 
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electoral officers for factional purposes once that 2019 


amendment was introduced? 





MR SOMYUREK: After the amendments, no. I mean, I've never 


thought we had carte blanche. But I thought the members' 





guide you should be - the members' guide is a 


cautionary - is a cautionary guide to be careful. Don't 





get carried away, don't do some silly scheme like th 











Red Shirts scheme. But, you know, I'm not walking away 





PY cag 


from carte blanche. Right at that time when - the time 











I was referring to was when the Ombudsman came back, we 


were all waiting to see what the end result was going to 





be, the legislation versus the members' guide, and she 


told us what it was, that s30(4) in its broadest terms. 





But, yes, after the amendments were moved in 2019 we knew 





party-political activity wasn't covered by that. But 





again that doesn't mean you can go to the extremes and, 





you know, build another artifice; right? 








COMMISSIONER: I'm glad you've made that - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: (Indistinct) us to build another artifice. 
COMMISSIONER: I'm glad you've made that concession because 





I was going to suggest to you that the fact that the 2019 
amendment addressed campaigning - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


COMMISSIONER: Election campaigning, didn't say anything at all 





one way or the other about whether other forms of 
corruption could or could not be engaged in? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

COMMISSIONER: And if you just realise why this line of 


questioning has just occurred, it's because you added the 
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MR 





comment, 'I was expecting them to do this in their private 


time.' That is, marginal seat campaign training. And is 








that because you understood that you could not ask them to 





do that during working hours when they were being paid 





taxpayer funds? 


SOMYUREK: Yes. These things are generally done after hours 





anyway because people - - - 





COMMISSIONER: I just wanted to clarify then why you added, ‘In 


MR 


their private time'. So you knew - - - 


SOMYUREK: Obviously - - - 


COMMISSIONER: You knew that to engage electoral officers on 


improper? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, this is preceding the 2019 legislation, so 
I would have, yes. Obviously I can't give you the state 
of mind that I was in at that particular time. But, yeah, 
obviously it is post February 2019. 

MR CARR: But hold on. We've already discussed yesterday that 
the reason you used 'corruption' to describe the 
Red Shirts affair was because you appreciated that that 
was a misuse of taxpayer resources at the time? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: So that's been your understanding at all relevant 
times, hasn't it? 

MR SOMYUREK: Again, Mr Carr, it's the scale. It was the sheer 
scale of the Red Shirts thing. Please, I know you're 
saying you can't be - but scale's got to come into the 
factor as well. 

MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, can I just ask you a couple of questions 
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about that notion of scale. I mean, if you pilfer $20 





from the petty cash tin at the office, it's still theft? 
MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 
MR CARR: And your explanation yesterday was that, 'Picking up 
envelopes for an hour or two a day - not a day, no, you 
know, once in a while, once in a year,' right? That was 


PY xd 


your explanation yesterday of your state of mind as to 





what might not constitute corruption. Anything more than 








that, you know, an hour or two a year, would constitute 
corruption in your mind, wouldn't it? 

MR SOMYUREK: No, look, I'm not going to be that specific. But 
I think the commonsense - the pub test has got to apply 
here. If you've got people who are just campaigning - 


sorry, who are just doing factional work and nothing else, 





I made a comment in response to the Commissioner yesterday 
when Dr Haraco - when it was pointed out to me - well, 


I thought the memo said that Dr Haraco won't pick up his 





phones because he was busy doing something else. To me 

that was a key notion because, no, you're picking up the 

phones. If you've got downtime, you might do whatever 

you're doing, read the newspapers or whatever. But your 

number one priority has got to be doing electoral work. 
MR CARR: Certainly one can understand that an electorate 


officer taking a personal phone call at work is not 





corruption, but it's entirely different if their employer 


is giving them directions to engage in work that is 





something other than the work for which they are employed, 





isn't it? 


MR SOMYUREK: So you're saying factional work? 
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CARR: Well, let's use the example I used yesterday of you 


telling an electorate officer to go and paint your fence 





or clean your car. Now, you accepted that that type of 
thing is a complete misuse of taxpayer resources? 


SOMYUREK: That's right. 





CARR: And that would be corruption to your mind, wouldn't 
it? 

SOMYUREK: Yeah, well, it would be a misuse of taxpayer 
resources, yes. 

CARR: And it's the misuse of taxpayer resources that 
constitutes corruption in this context? 

SOMYUREK: Okay. 


CARR: You accept that, don't you? 





SOMYUREK: If that's the - if that's your working definition 
of 'corruption', I accept that. 

CARR: No, no, I want to use your working definition because 
'corruption' was your word to describe the Red Shirts 
affair, wasn't it? 


SOMYUREK: Yes, but I was referring to something - I mean, 





let me tell you what I was referring to. I was referring 
to 25 MPs getting telephone calls saying, 'We have 
allocated you staff members and now I want you to sign 
time sheets eight months in advance saying that these 


electoral officers have worked those hours and by the way 





your electorate officers are not going to sit with you, 


they are going to sit in another campaigning office and 








they are going to be directed by John Lenders' staff 





member.' Twenty-five of that, so that's pretty extreme. 








CARR: Is it only corruption when it gets to the extremity 
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of 25 electorate officers being involved or is it still 





corruption if it's one electorate officer who is being 
directed to go and do factional work for their day? 


MR SOMYUREK: I think proportionality is important, yeah. 








MR CARR: So what's the answer to the question about one 


pr and 


electorate officer spending a day being directed by an MP 


to go and do factional work rather than electorate officer 


work? Is that corruption? 





MR SOMYUREK: T don't think it is. I don't think it is. 








MR CARR: You don't think it is? 


MR SOMYUREK: No. 











MR CARR: Okay. You accept that that's a misuse of taxpayer 
resources? 


MR SOMYUREK: Not according to legislation, it's not that. 





That's the thing. But you've got to be careful with it. 








You've got to be careful with it. You can't go building 


an artifice from it. 





MR CARR: All right. 


COMMISSIONER: But in any event I take it from what started 





this discussion, Mr Somyurek, you recognised that to 


engage Tim, Katie and Kat to run ongoing marginal seat 





campaign training during office hours would be corrupt? 


MR SOMYUREK: I would say that would be awkward, yeah. 





MR CARR: "Awkward' is a word - - - 


MR SOMYUREK: That probably falls foul of legislation, 





probably. 
MR CARR: And what about the thing that you've been told is 


Robin's intention, employing Nathan Croft in an electorate 





office and not having him work doing electorate office 
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stuff but having him do factional work? Now, let's just 


understand your state of mind. What that message suggests 





I, 


is that someone's being employed as an electorate officer 








and the intention is that they would not do electorate 





office work, but would do factional work? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Now, in your definition or understanding of 
corruption, is that corruption? 


MR SOMYUREK: Not doing electoral office work when you're an 





electoral officer is absolutely not right. That's wrong. 
MR CARR: It's corrupt? 


MR SOMYUREK: What's your working definition of corruption? 





What's IBAC's working definition of corruption? 





COMMISSIONER: Let's go back to your use of the word 'rort'. A 


£ 


rort is when public or taxpayer funds are misused, are not 








used for the purposes for which they are intended; 
correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Let's be clear. Yes. Let's be clear. If you're 
employed as an electoral officer and you're not going to 
do electoral officer work, you can say rort, you can say 


corrupt. It falls foul of multiple things. 





MR CARR: Either the word 'corrupt' or the word 'rort' will 
suffice; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: That's right. 

MR CARR: I tender - - - 

COMMISSIONER: That will be exhibit 69, series of texts between 


Williams and Mr Somyurek on 10 December 19. 


#EXHIBIT 69 - Series of texts between Mr Williams and 
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Mr Somyurek on 10/12/19. 





MR CARR: Can we then please look at exhibit 106, please, 
Commissioner. Now, this is again a series of messages 
between you and Xavier Williams. The first one from you, 
"How did that girl go with the two day job? How is she 
holding up?' Answer, 'I'm sure she's fine.' Now, just 
pausing there, do you know who the girl is? 

MR SOMYUREK: No. 


MR CARR: "The other one to think about is Jake - the one who 





got turfed from Mulino's. Aka the smart one.' And, 
"IT think if both Jake and Nathan are in the system as 
ground-level operatives for us they will be very 
effective.' 
MR SOMYUREK: Who's that from, sorry? Is that from Williams? 
MR CARR: That's from Williams to you. "If both Jake and 


Nathan are in the system as ground-level operatives for us 





they will be very effective,' is the message you receive; 
all right? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Now, that message seems to convey to you that what 
would be desirable is Jake and Nathan being ground-level 
operatives for the faction; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes, yes. Well, yeah, in our group, that's 
right. 

MR CARR: If we can then read down, 'I thought Jake was at 
Nauru's Blackburn [presumably Maurice Blackburn] for an 


internship,' sent by you. Response, 'The clerkship runs 








for a month.' You say, ‘Okay, tell him we'll do something 
for him after that.' Mr Williams writes - sorry, you 
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write, 'When does he finish that?’ He writes back, 





'I think it is through the month of Feb.' And then he 








sends you the precise dates, 30 January to 21 Feb. Now, 





I just want to go back up and ask you to read boxes 4 and 
7 or 4 through 7. Now, what's being proposed, as you've 


already accepted, to you is that Jake and Nathan would be 





desirable to have in the system to do factional work, and 





your response in Box 7 is, ‘Okay, tell him we'll do 


something for him after that.' That is, after the 





clerkship. Now, Mr Somyurek, what these messages seem to 





suggest is that you've asked Mr Williams to convey to Jake 
that you will do something for him, namely give him work 
as an electorate officer, I suggest, after his clerkship 
in order to allow him to do factional work. Now, what do 
you say to that proposition? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, no. If he's working as an electoral 


officer, he'll be working as an electoral officer. The 





two aren't - the two aren't - you know, as long as you're 





doing your work as on electoral officer, that's the main 
thing. 


COMMISSIONER: Is that the same thing, is it? Ground-level 





operatives and electoral office is the same, is it? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, there's really nothing to do on a factional 
front during the day. 


COMMISSIONER: No, no, are they the same or different things, 





ground-level operatives and electoral work? 
MR SOMYUREK: I don't know what a ground-level operative is. 


That's his way of expressing himself. I don't know what 








that means. 
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COMMISSIONER: That's an honest answer, is it, Mr Somyurek? 

MR SOMYUREK: That's honest. I don't know what a 
ground-level operative is. 

COMMISSIONER: You don't know what Mr Williams meant when he 
said 'ground-level operatives'? 

MR SOMYUREK: He probably means, you know, dealing with the 


organisational things or maybe at a younger level, but 








more - yeah, it's probably more about dealing - I don't 





know what he means. He's used the term that he probably 


doesn't know what it means too. It would be around 





organising a faction. That's what it would be about. 





COMMISSIONER: Then we've heard the phrase 'factional 
operatives' used by countless witnesses - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


COMMISSIONER: And it's related to factional activity. 








MR SOMYUREK: That's right. That's right. So a ground-level 
operative would be sort of a take on that. 

MR CARR: And your response is to say, 'Tell him we'll do 
something for him once he finishes his clerkship." That 
is, you'll get him a job as an electorate officer once he 
finishes his clerkship? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep, yep. 

MR CARR: So what you're doing is accepting that, 'This 
person's going to be good to do factional work, so I'll 
give him a job as an electorate officer'? 


MR SOMYUREK: No. He's a young lawyer. Yes, irrespective of 











the fact that he's very talented - so I'm not going to go 

to merit. Yes, part of the things that these two were 

going to do was some organisational work as well. But 
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most of that would be not during the day, not during 
office hours, because again I come back to the fact that 
the party is a, you know, is a voluntary association. 
Therefore most people are working during the day. 

MR CARR: All right. I tender that, and can we please 


play clip 15-2. 





COMMISSIONER: That will be exhibit 70. 


#EXHIBIT 70 - Series of texts between Mr Williams and 
Mr Somyurek on 05/01/20. 


MR CARR: Clip 15-2. 





MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, this is the 60 Minutes one where I say 


(indistinct), I guess. 





MR CARR: Just listen to the transcript. Sorry, read the 


transcript if you wouldn't mind, just follow along, 





because there's a distorted voice that might be hard to 


follow. Did I say 15-2? So you'll see 16 Feb, about a 





month or so after those messages. 
(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR CARR: You recognised your voice, Mr Somyurek? 
MR SOMYUREK: Yes. Is that the 10 March meeting? 
MR CARR: No, Mr Somyurek, the date of that is 16 February of 


2020, and the messages that I took you to immediately 








prior were 5 January 2020, and the series before that in 











December of 2020. So if we just understand the timeframe 























first, you'll remember the clerkship was slated to finish 
on 21 February and you'd said, 'Tell him we'll do 
something for him after that.' And then this conversation 


takes place on 16 February, so soon before you've asked 
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for the message to be conveyed that he's going to get some 





work. This is what you say: "These guys are going to be 





in a fucking office, not much to do. They need to be 





doing grunt work. But I want them to sort of report too 


and because they're sitting in an office with not much 


























work.' 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Now, Mr Somyurek, the purpose of getting these guys a 
job is to do factional work, isn't it? 

MR SOMYUREK: I think the threshold question is this: 

MR CARR: No, no, no. 

MR SOMYUREK: Are they doing their electoral work? 

MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, the way this process works, as we 
discussed yesterday, is that I ask you questions and your 
responsibility is to answer the questions rather than for 
you to pose different questions; okay? So I want you to 
address your mind to the question that I asked you. The 
reason that these two gentlemen are being given jobs is to 
do factional work; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: They have to also do electoral office work. 
That's their first work they have to do 

MR CARR: They might have to do some real work, but as you made 
clear in that phone call, there's not much of that - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: That's true. Okay. Now we're being accurate. 

In my mind it's important that they are doing electoral 
office work, okay? And in their downtime they'll do that. 

MR CARR: So is your state of mind that it's fine to give these 
people electorate office jobs, knowing that there's not 
much to do in that job, with the intention that they will 
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then spend the bulk of their day doing factional work? 
MR SOMYUREK: I don't think you can spend the bulk of your day 


doing factional work. So, Mr Carr, this is where you and 





I disagree vehemently. You explain to me any set of 
circumstances where you spend your whole day doing 


factional work. Yes, I take it there are intense periods 





of activity. But just the volume of factional work is 





just not there. It's just not. 





MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, let's look at it the other way. Now, 
what's clear from what you've said in this recording - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


MR CARR: Is that the jobs that you've arranged for these two 





gentlemen are jobs that don't involve any substantial 
amount of real work. Now, on that much we're on common 
ground, am I right? 

MR SOMYUREK: M'hmm. 

COMMISSIONER: When you say 'real work', electoral work. 

MR CARR: Yes. 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: All right? 


MR SOMYUREK: But my state of mind - - - 





MR CARR: No, no, just wait for the question, please. 


MR SOMYUREK: Okay. 








MR CARR: Now, knowing that, I want to ask you about your 


fn: 


purpose in arranging jobs for them; right? Your purpose 





is so that they can do factional work during the bulk of 
their working day? 


MR SOMYUREK: Okay. The purpose of these gentlemen needing a 





job is that they got sacked for crossing over to our 
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faction. That's the foremost - first and foremost reason 





why we were trying to get them a job. Then the benefit, 
I guess their additional benefit, you know, other things 
that they want to do, they're activists, is that they will 
do part of the organisational work, yeah. 

MR CARR: In your answers you have a tendency to talk about 
other people's state of mind, and I really want you to 


=. 


focus on your state of mind. Your state of mind was, 





I put to you, based on what you've said here, that these 
people are going to be employed to do factional work under 


your direction? 





MR SOMYUREK: These people are going to be electoral officers 








and during their downtime and because they are activists 
they will also have things to do as activists. I concede 
some of that might be done during office hours. But my 


position is or my contention is there's not going to be 





much work to do factionally. So I reckon they'll spend a 











lot of their time on downtime not doing factional work, 





probably gossiping with their mates. 


COMMISSIONER: But, Mr Somyurek, if I understand your position 





then, you say they would have had some electoral work to 
do? 
MR SOMYUREK: My position is - - - 


COMMISSIONER: But - - - 





MR SOMYUREK: Sorry. 
COMMISSIONER: The reason I've got to intervene and try and 
summarise the position is because you don't give short 


answers to the questions and so it therefore becomes 





necessary to try and distil your position; do you follow? 
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MR SOMYUREK: Yes, Commissioner. 





COMMISSIONER: So you expected them to do some electoral work 


but there wasn't a lot of it? 


MR SOMYUREK: I expected them to do - yeah. 





COMMISSIONER: And in their downtime, if there was factional 


work to do, m to do that? 





you expected th 





MR SOMYUREK: Or they could do it after hours. I just 


don't - yes, you're pretty much right. But the primary 


purpose, if you're an electorate officer, you've got to do 


the electorate office work. That's why I took umbrage at 


Mr Haraco and I saw a distinction. And, Commissioner, you 





didn't really see that distinction when it was put in 














Ms Walters' email that he was doing his other work 








I can't remember what it was, and I said - I got the 


impression that she was saying that he wasn't answering 





calls; right? I thought, 'No, no, you've got to answer 

















calls. do. You've 





That's the first thing you've got to 


got to do your work as an electorate officer first.' Then 





we all concede you've actually demonstrated to me that 








there isn't that much work, right? Then in that time 








these people will probably do some of that. But again my 





contention is there isn't factional work to do ona 





day-in, day-out basis. There just isn't. So these people 
would have spent more time probably doing essays for 
university or reading law journals or whatever a young law 
student does. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR CARR: I tender that. 


COMMISSIONER: 71. 
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MR CARR: Let's just try and understand your proposition that 
there just isn't much factional work to do. Could we see 
exhibit 132, please, Commissioner. Now, this is a 
document that according to the metadata was prepared by 
you on 10 March 2020? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Does it look familiar? 

MR SOMYUREK: It does. 

MR CARR: Now, this is your list of tasks that you've 
allocated. If we start with Jake and Nathan, that's Jake 
Cripps and Nathan Croft, two gentlemen we've just been 
discussing; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: That's correct. 

MR CARR: Their tasks, 'Central point of contact for Mods', 
that's for Moderate Labor? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: ‘Liaise with FEAs'? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: That's speaking to the various electorate officers? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: ‘Organise meetings. Communiques.' That's 
communiques to the members of Moderate Labor; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Correct. 

MR CARR: "Mods FEA delegates database (work with Oscar )'? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: ‘Moderate Labor activists database. Liaise with head 
office for Mods FEA requests such as lists. Growth in 
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non-Mod FEAs. Young Labor/student politics membership 


development.' Now, it does strike one as a relatively 





long list of tasks, Mr Somyurek. Do you agree with that? 


MR SOMYUREK: No, in fact I don't. I'm laughing because the 


reason I had to resort to doing this is we had the new 


people coming in, we had some older people, you've heard 








of Adam Sullivan and Nick McLennan and all the rest of 





them, and Oscar. So there was a bit of the new people 


getting in the way of the old people. So what I try to 








do - and I was getting complaints and I was - so I sat 


down and said, ‘Right, let's do a demarcation here, and 





this is what you're doing.' Now, I try to make this look 











like there's a job for everyone. But let me go through a 





couple of them. The Mods - you know, the first three 


points, the four points are essentially the same thing. 








Let's go through them. 'Mods FEA delegate database.' We 
have that. There's about 78 names. Every three years or 
so there's FEA elections. On the Sunday night when the 

results come out every third year, you would sit down and 
say, ‘Right, what did we get.' That will take you all of 


mi 


half an hour of people telling you how much the Mods got 





in one particular area, right? That's a database that's 
done. It will just need to be modified every three years 
on a Sunday night. ‘Moderate Labor activist database,' 
we have that, about 100 people or whatever, and you won't 
need to do anything with that. Maybe if there's a bunch 


of people coming on board, maybe you change that, so 





there's no job, those two. "Liaise with head office for 
Mods requests such as lists.' That goes in with the first 
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three, being the main contact. And then the other ones, 








communique, that will be done; preselections, what the 











timelines are; FEAs, what the timelines are. Maybe once, 
twice a year you send out an email. All you do is you 
copy and paste an Admin resolution. ‘Liaise with FEAs', 





well, there is no liaising with FEAs except for maybe 





people wanting lists. And 'Organise meetings', that's 





Moderate Labor meetings. We have two a year, so that's 
twice a year. As you can see, it's not a very - it's not 


a busy schedule, but it was made to look busy. It was 





made to look like there's a lot on. There isn't. There's 





very little in that. 
MR CARR: All right. So that document makes it look like - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: There's a lot. 


MR CARR: People had a lot of factional work to do, quite 





deliberately designed by you that way, was it? 
MR SOMYUREK: To make sure that people didn't get in each 
other's way. Like, Adam Sullivan and - there were a 


pax 


couple of people who felt like they were being pushed 














aside. It was made so that we had clear lines of, 'Well, 
you're not. You're all a part of this. There's plenty of 
work for everyone to do,' but there isn't. That was the 





actual thing, there wasn't enough work to do for everyone 
in terms of this. 


MR CARR: I'm struggling a little bit with why you'd be wanting 





to make it look like these taxpayer funded electorate 








office staff had a lot of factional work to do. Can you 





help me with that? 


MR SOMYUREK: I've just explained it to you. We've 
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had - you've read with Adam Sullivan, Oscar, Nick, they 
were doing certain things. Nick really didn't have an 


official role. Adam was on MAC. Oscar was on MAC. So 





with the young - with the other people coming on board 





there was a bit of - some people were unsettled, let's put 








it that way. So we just tried to - I just tried to 
demarc - I just tried to get people to understand what 
they were doing. 


MR CARR: Let's perhaps just deal with a couple of these. 





Let's start from 'Growth in non-Mod FEAs'. That's a 


PY ad 


ference to trying to recruit members in non-Mod FEAs? 





ES 


MR SOMYUREK: Okay. Yep. So these guys were student 





activists, Young Labor politicians, who came to me with a 


plan of converting their student activism to, you know, 





make them members of the party and therefore - yeah. So 








that was just incorporating what they wanted to do. 

MR CARR: All right. Well, did you task them with, for 
example, going to branch meetings? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes, during the war - during the conflagration in 


the south-east with the Socialist Left, yes, to scrutineer 








branch meetings. Yes, they were there. They came at the 
right time for that. 


MR CARR: But let's be clear about - - - 








MR SOMYUREK: But that's after hours. 











MR CARR: No, no, just listen to the question if you wouldn't 
mind, Mr Somyurek. I just want to make it clear that it 


was you that tasks them with going to branch meetings 





rather than them just of their own accord deciding, 'You 


know what, I'm going to go to this branch meeting.' Now, 
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MR 


MR 


MR 


MR 


MR 


have I got that right? 
SOMYUREK: Yeah, but it wasn't a part of their employment 


contract. It wasn't like, 'If you don't go to branch 








meetings you're not getting this job.' They were young 





activists wanting to take a step up into the seniors. 





CARR: When you say it's not as if, 'If you don't go to 
these branch meetings you don't get this job' - - - 

SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

CARR: I thought we'd covered that they did get the job in 
order for you to be able to deploy them to do factional 
work. Have we not reached common ground on that aspect of 


this yet? 





SOMYUREK: We've reached common ground on the fact that they 


didn't have a job, they got sacked because they were 





coming on board with us, and their primary responsibility 


was to do the work that was set for them from the 





electoral office and we do have a common ground that 





that's not too busy; right? 
CARR: And the consequence - - - 
SOMYUREK: And they were part of the organisation of the 


faction. 





CARR: And the consequence that flows from that is that 
you're able to deploy them to do factional work? 

SOMYUREK: Only, well, in terms of scrutineering branch 
meetings, only if they want to. 


CARR: Did you give directions to Lou that, for instance, 





"We need Nathan, Jake and Oscar to go to Cranbourne to run 


the lines, we need Aman to go to Berwick,' and so forth? 





SOMYUREK: I would have. It sounds like - it sounds like 
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during that period of time, when we were involved in a 








dispute with the Socialist Left, there was a busy month 
and a half. 

MR CARR: Can we just look at another of the tasks, 'Liaise 
with FEAs'. Now, that's a reference to the liaison, 
amongst other things, required for MAC meetings, isn't it? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, so again that's just the responsibility of 
MAC; right? So I'm just - I'm putting in terms there that 
are meaningless. That's essentially just - the only 
liaison they require is if they've got a problem with 
something, like MAC meetings. You know all about the MAC 
meetings now. That's just MAC meetings, essentially. 

MR CARR: Can we go down to Oscar's role. Oscar is the lead 
membership organiser, responsible for membership. He's to 
lead the MAC team? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: And we've had some evidence, as you well know, in 


relation to the work involved in the MAC. It's something 








Pi cad 


that requires close attention to the forms of every 





Ea 


applicant for membership for the given month; correct? 





MR SOMYUREK: I think you've had some evidence that suggests 


that there was AEC details cross-checked every month. 








That's not right. I think the evidence you got was not 
right. 
MR CARR: Let's just take your understanding of it. What's 


required factionally for MAC purposes is a close analysis 








of every applicant for membership of the party that is to 





be considered in any given month; correct? 


MR SOMYUREK: Well, that's what MAC is, yeah. I've never been 
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on MAC. 


MR CARR: No. And what that means is that someone needs to go 


through the form for every applicant for membership and 


check whether it has been correctly filled in; correct? 





MR SOMYUREK: No, I don't think that's right at all. That's 


not the protocol that our people had. I think you've been 


unduly influenced by the evidence of Ms Schreiber, the 





incident that I told you about where Mr Byrne made them do 
AEC checks on every single member in the south-eastern 
suburbs. The protocol in MAC is that those checks aren't 
done. However, if there's unusual recruitment of a 


particular area, they are heavily scrutinised. But 





initially they're held up, but MAC isn't where - where 








that's all done. So, yeah, it's not the way it was 


described to you. It's not that level of work. 


MR CARR: It's a little more in time; you've described a war 


going on at this time? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, that's right. 





MR CARR: And when the war is going on at this time there was a 


need to scrutinise every application; correct? 








MR SOMYUREK: We never got to that stage because it takes three 


months, you've got three months in which to hand 


the - sorry, submit the paperwork into head office. So 








ake. 


from January it started - December 24 is when the Left 








raided the branch, the Holt branch, our branch in Holt. 
Late January we started to engage. Late February and then 
it was over. Late February was the last time the branch 
meetings happened. So from January, February, March, 


April, May, the branch paperwork would have been handed in 
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based on the January meeting. We never got to that. 
MR CARR: Okay. Just to be absolutely clear about your 


position on the amount of MAC work done by factional 





operatives, is it your position that there was never any 





scrutiny of forms because it didn't need to happen because 
the war only started in December and forms didn't go in 
until there had already been a peace treaty? 

MR SOMYUREK: It's only - my understanding is as follows. 
Every subgroup of the Right and the Left will act ina 
more united way. Every subgroup will have their areas of 


+. 


interest and will flag - it won't be every form, it won't 





be every branch, it might be unusual activity in certain 





parts that might get flagged and then might be looked at 








closely. Otherwise, the evidence that was given to you 





about every new member - because that's what Mr Byrne got 














them to do. Every new member in the south-east, he got 











them to - he got Nick and Ms Schreiber to do an AEC check, 


details checks on, and that would have been very, very 





time-consuming. That's not done. That's absolutely not 


my understanding. In fact, they were kicked out of MAC 








that night because they did all that work. The Left 


weren't happy at all. 





MR CARR: All right. We'll perhaps return to that issue 
another time. Let's go down to Catherine. Catherine is 
Cat Abourizk; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Now, just so that we understand where each of these 
people are working, where did Jake Cripps work? 


MR SOMYUREK: I think he took - did he work for me and then he 
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worked for Adam? I think that's what happened. 























MR CARR: Sorry, worked for Adam? 

MR SOMYUREK: Not Adam, sorry. Me, then Tien. 

MR CARR: Tien Kieu? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Nathan Croft we've already covered - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Was with Robin Scott and then Kat Theophanous's 
offices, their electorate offices; correct? Oscar 
Goodwin, where was he? 

MR SOMYUREK: He was in my ministerial office. 

MR CARR: And Catherine Abourizk, where was she? 

MR SOMYUREK: She was working - I think Marlene, yeah. 

MR CARR: Ms Kairouz's ministerial office? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Ms Kairouz's chief of staff was Michael de Bruyn? 

MR SOMYUREK: M'hmm. 

MR CARR: He's the person that you've mentioned in reference to 
those earlier messages - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: And he's someone who was actively involved in the 
faction, isn't he? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, he's a career - you know, from student 
politics to Young Labor to the seniors, yes. 

MR CARR: Presumably had ambitions to be an MP himself? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes, they all do. That's why when I'm saying to 
you I don't need to encourage people, all these kids are 
ambitious, so that's why they're activists. They don't 
come and tell you they want to be MPs necessarily, but you 
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know they do. 
MR CARR: I asked him, that is Mr de Bruyn, about Catherine 


Abourizk, whose title was administrative assistant. "What 





was her job? What did she do by way of supporting people? 
He said, 'Well, I understand that she was, I think - 


I wasn't present for the meeting where she was hired. 








I was aware that she'd been suggested I think by some 
other Young Labor people or potentially by Adem or Marlene 
in discussions. I think she was hired. I wasn't present 
when they had that initial meeting, but obviously 

I facilitated her on boarding. As I said, administrative 


assistance, there wasn't much work to be done, and I think 








she was sort of involved in party or factional activity.' 


I asked him in respect of factional activity whether that 








was the job she was hired to do. He said, 'I think it's 





££. 


accurate to say that Catherine for the brief period that 











she was hired, I think that would, yes, there was an 








expectation from the ministers that she would be assisting 


in factional work,' and he was not able to identify any 





substantial work that he had tasked her with other than 





her engagement in factional work. Now, having heard what 
his evidence is, I want to ask you were you involved in 
the decision to hire Ms Abourizk in Ms Kairouz's office? 
MR SOMYUREK: I mean, who Ms Kairouz hires is totally her call. 
In fact, she was closer to these people than I was through 


Michael de Bruyn. But I do recall meeting with - what was 





her name? 
MR CARR: Ms Abourizk? 


MR SOMYUREK: Ms Abourizk and Ms Kairouz. She was there only a 
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couple of days a week, wasn't she? Is that right? 
MR CARR: That's right. 
MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, I can recall being at a meeting, but 


I didn't - you know, but that was all. I don't think it 





was about the hiring. I think she had hired her. Oh, no. 


No, no, no, no, no. I don't know. I recall her being at 





a meeting. I could have - I could have been the one 
introducing her to Ms Kairouz. 


MR CARR: Now, Ms Kairouz has given evidence consistent with 





evidence from another MP that in terms of the faction, 
that the faction had influence over who was hired to work 
in MPs' offices, and when I asked her about evidence 


previously given by Ms Vaghela that you had a dominant 








role, she agreed with that, that's a dominant role in who 





worked in which office, and indicated that she and 





Mr Scott also had some influence in those staffing 
decisions. Now, is that evidence of Ms Kairouz's 
accurate? 


MR SOMYUREK: I would not categorise it that way at all. So, 





again, we've got to do it on a case by case basis. 
I never thought I had any influence on who hires who in 


their offices. Like, Jake and Nathan, those two lads that 





sort of came on board, we had two young talented peopl 





They were from Batman, the first political - and with them 
came a lot of young activists, right, which would have 
been useful in campaigning. So the first call was 


obviously to - I don't even know if I made the call to 





Robin or Kat, but obviously those two MPs would have been 


a good fit. And it's an ask, 'Do you have room? Would 
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you be interested in looking at these people?' You know, 





it's not a top down, 'I need you to do something for the 
faction.' That's not the way it works at all. You won't 
keep people in your group. There is nothing holding these 
people with you. You can't at all impose yourself. 
They'll just simply walk. 

MR CARR: All right. 

MR SOMYUREK: They'll tell you to get nicked and walk. You 
can't impose anything on people. It doesn't work that 
way. 

MR CARR: So you would never have said to another MP, 'I need 
you to hire this person'? 

MR SOMYUREK: Hakki and Byrne. 

MR CARR: That's the only example? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, in avery - in a pretty forceful - ina 
very ‘putting it on him'; right? But in terms of anyone 
else, it's always ‘if you've got room'. 

MR CARR: Could we - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: And if everyone says 'no', well, it's 'no', like, 
you know. 


MR CARR: All right. I tender that document, Commissioner. 





COMMISSIONER: That's the office tasks prepared by Mr Somyurek, 


10 March 20, 72. 


#EXHIBIT 72 - Office tasks prepared by Mr Somyurek, 10/03/20. 
MR SOMYUREK: Mr Carr, I would encourage you - - - 
MR CARR: Can we now listen to clip - - - 


COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, what did you want to say, 





Mr Somyurek? 
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MR SOMYUREK: I was going to just go through that document. 


The Oscar one, last three dot points were just him being a 





proxy, you know, it's just cutting out his job 





fe 


description. It's just proxy for Michael, proxy for 





+ 


Michael, proxy for Nick and Michael. So it just 








emphasises the point that there wasn't much meat in it. 


MR CARR: Could we listen to clip 20-1, please, Commissioner. 





T'll ask to stop at a certain point. I can indicate if 
stop at four minutes, please. 


(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 


we 


MR SOMYUREK: Excuse me, what time - when's this? If you can 


just pause for a sec? When is this? 
MR CARR: Sorry? 
MR SOMYUREK: Can you just pause? 


MR CARR: This is 11 March 2020. 











that context, can I just read back? You don't have to 
play it back. Okay. All right. I think I know where 
we're up to now. 
(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR SOMYUREK: Can we just go slower, please? I just really 
want to track this. Okay. Can we just (indistinct)? 


MR CARR: Perhaps we can just pause it for a moment. What 


we'll do, Mr Somyurek, is I'll take you to some particular 


passages and you can read the transcript when 


we've - perhaps it's easiest if we pause again at three 














minutes, then we can cover that issue and then we'll - so 

if we go to three minutes and then you can read the 

transcript again if necessary at that point; okay? 
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MR SOMYUREK: Right. 


(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 





MR SOMYUREK: Can we stop there, please? What's that money 
stuff? 
MR CARR: I'm sorry. Because it's difficult to follow, the 


transcript wasn't following at the same time as the 





recording, so I appreciate that will have been difficult 





A. 


for you, Mr Somyurek. If we just - I don't want to replay 








that aspect of it because I suspect this much is not 











controversial. Did you pick up enough to accept that what 
you're talking about with Lou in this conversation thus 
far is memberships? 

MR SOMYUREK: It appears memberships are taking money in, so 
yeah. 'They renew again.' Okay. 

MR CARR: Checking forms, allocating money - organising money 
for forms and so forth? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: And if we go to p5, the top third of the transcript, 
up to line 15, which is where we stopped, you said, 'If 


I don't get them involved in the money stuff, I don't want 





them to know the money stuff. What can they do, these 





guys?' So up until that point in the conversation what 
you've been talking about is membership forms and 
allocating money to membership forms; yes? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Okay. 

MR SOMYUREK: It appears so, yes. I appear to be asking her 
what role she has for them - this person Lou has for these 


people; is that right? 
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MR CARR: Well, let's listen from three minutes until perhaps 


four minutes and, as I say, the recording's hard to follow 








but the transcript will assist you. 
(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR SOMYUREK: Mr Carr, can you assist? Can you assist me? 


I've got some processing issues at this stage. I don't 








like stimulus coming through. Is it possible that I just 








read it without that noise in the background? Is that 





okay or not? 
MR CARR: Let's read from - have you read what's on the screen? 


MR SOMYUREK: If I can just read - if you have to play it for 





everyone else, if you have to do it, but if I could just 
read it first, if that's okay. 

MR CARR: Let's read from p5, line 11, through to the bottom of 
p5. Can we scroll down, please. Have you read that, 
Mr Somyurek? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep, okay. 

MR CARR: And perhaps I'll just give you the opportunity to 


finish reading that aspect of it, 'The spreadsheet thing'. 











It just goes down to the next - just there, and you say, 
"Oh, okay,' in response to that. Sorry, we'll just need 
to go down another line. All right. So you've read that? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, I have, but I haven't really made sense of 


it. But let's just - - - 





MR CARR: Let's go back then to the start of that passage at 
page - if we can show what's on the screen from p5, line 


11 down. Now, what you're doing there is asking, ‘If 





pag 


I don't get them involved in the money stuff, I don't want 


pi om 


them to know the money stuff.' That's a reference to the 
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fact that you didn't want people to know how memberships 
were being paid for; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep, that's correct. 

MR CARR: Then you ask, 'What can they do, these guys?' And 
Lou says, 'They could complete the forms, make sure the 


dates are right, because you've gotta be careful 








obviously, cause you've got to put the date that they 

















attended, you've got to get that right, but then you've 








also gotta get the date they've been accepted.' Then you 





refer to double checking stuff. Lou says, 'Which is a 


hundred per cent what we need to do.' In that part of it 





you're asking Lou what factional work you can deploy these 
guys to do; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: It appears that way, yeah. 


MR CARR: And then you say, 'So I'm gonna make these guys run 





around.' And Lou points out, if we go down at line 40, 
"It's just hard cause they're in the city.' And you say, 
"Well, they're gonna have to come out.' That is, come out 


of the city ? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. That was for the context of the war, 
because we thought we were still in a war. Seven days 
later the war's finished. 

MR CARR: Okay. But just understanding what's in your mind at 
this time, what you're doing is saying that these people 


might have theoretical roles in offices in the city, but 








if the factional work requires them to come out to the 





suburbs, then that's what they're going to have to do? 


MR SOMYUREK: But, Mr Carr, after hours. I can assure you 





after hours. I would not be so presumptuous as to assume 
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that Kat and Mr Scott will be releasing them during the 


day, and I wouldn't ask them to. These guys have 





given - they're activists. That's all they do. They 


breath and, you know, they love this stuff. So it's not 





during business hours. It's just not meant to be during 
business hours. I'm taking a risk by saying that, because 
I haven't seen the rest of the transcript, right? But I'm 
assuming what will be in my mind. 

MR CARR: I want you to reflect on that evidence that you've 
said you're taking a risk giving. I just want you to 
think pretty carefully about that. Are you sure that it 


wouldn't have entered your mind that people might be 





released by Ms Kairouz to do factional work outside of her 


office during office hours? 





MR SOMYUREK: I know what you're referring to there with 





respect to Adam Sullivan; is that right? We've covered 





that yesterday. 





MR CARR: You made a very general statement and I just want you 


to reflect on the accuracy of that general statement. I'm 








not trying to trap you. I just want you to give an 
accurate answer on that issue. Was it your expectation 


that Ms Kairouz would, if necessary, release her staff to 





do factional work - - - 


MR SOMYUREK: No. 


MR CARR: Outside of the office? 








MR SOMYUREK: No. I haven't had that discussion with her. No. 
It's just not a discussion I had. 
MR CARR: Well, Adam Sullivan, as you've correctly adverted to, 


we know was working at her ministerial office when he was 





09/11/21 PUBLIC 3890 A. SOMYUREK XN 
IBAC (Operation Watts) BY MR CARR 











3263 


€26 


a es 


aN kee 


327s 


SDT 


eae 


274 


en Bo 


E2 


$203 


ahs 


32 oe: 


2 


257-3 


2 Te 


327 


EDT 


329) 


S283 


323% 


328% 


228: 


123% 


228: 


328 


2:28 


+28 


:28 


48Al 


: 55A 


OOAI 


02Al 


O5Al 


O08Al 


11Al 


14Al 


18Al 


:21A 


24Al 


28Al 


37Al 


43Al 


47Al 


50Al 


:53Al 


:54Al 


: 58Al 


O1Al 


O5Al 


2A 


5Al 


TAI 





TAI 


:20Al 


:22Al 


:29Al 


:32Al 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 





M 





running around the suburbs doing factional work? 





MR SOMYUREK: M'hmm. 


MR CARR: And in conversation with you about the factional 





work. Now, how do you square that with the evidence that 


you've just given? 





MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, that's the one - I had difficulty with that 








yesterday. I told you I had difficulty with that 























{E 





yesterday. elt incredibly selfish that here I am 





engaging with Ms Kairouz's adviser on stuff in the 


south-east. I had - you might recall I had difficulty 





with that yesterday and I was trying to work 








out - I wasn't actually even listening to you. I was 








trying to work out what set of circumstances did this 











happen in, right? I did have difficulty with that 





yesterday. And my first - when we've got someone else's 


political staff member, I would not be so presumptuous as 








to assume that they're going to release that person, 
especially when you're talking about someone like Robin 
Scott, who was extremely cautious, and Kat Theophanous, 
she's a marginal seat campaigner. And that's why I was 
concerned about why Adam Sullivan was in the south-east 
doing Anthony Byrne's stuff and my stuff, when he was 


employed with Ms Kairouz's ministerial office. Yeah. 





MR CARR: When you say you wouldn't be so presumptuous - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, I wouldn't ask people to do that. That's 
what I meant. 

MR CARR: When you say you wouldn't be so presumptuous, we saw 
on exhibit - on the document that you prepared on 10 March 


that you were sufficiently presumptuous to list 
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responsibilities for other people's staffers. That does 


suggest, doesn't it, that you took the view that you could 








allocate work to other people's staffers? 

MR SOMYUREK: You've got tasks that are required twice a year, 
twice a year, once every three years, once every five 
years, and then perhaps MAC meetings. So you're not 


dealing with a lot of people - you're not dealing with a 





great deal of workload and that all can be done after 








hours. All of that can be done after hours, quite easily. 





MR CARR: But those tasks of MAC organisation and so forth 





weren't things that you anticipated would be done after 








hours because what you're talking about is filling their 
day which is not occupied with much in the way of 
electorate or ministerial work? 

MR SOMYUREK: No, I'm not talking about filling their day at 


all. It's the fact that these guys came on, they were 











keen activists, and they're very energetic and they were 








very effective at a younger level. So they were 


ambitious, energetic and had a lot of supporters and 





wanted to now sort of continue that at a more senior 
level. But embarrassingly we actually had nothing for 
them to do because all our groupings, all our individual 
groupings, they are self-sustained. You've spoken to a 
number of them. You've spoken to Garotti and Ms Kairouz's 
area and you've probably spoken to others as well. 


They're all independent, self-sufficient groupings. So 





there's nothing to do, essentially, from a central 
organisation perspective. 


MR CARR: What you're - perhaps let's come back to that issue a 
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little later. We might read on. If you're content to 
rely upon the transcript - - - 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, I'm fine with that, yeah. 





MR CARR: We can ask you to read through the transcript and you 
can just direct the operator - - - 
COMMISSIONER: You just say when you've finished reading a 


page, Mr Somyurek. 





MR SOMYUREK: Okay. The lines here, you're mentioning 11 and 





things like that. It goes 5, 10, 15, 20. I don't have 


specific line numbers. Okay. Can you please go up a 
little bit now? Okay. 'Probably not until the financial 
year,' yep. 


MR CARR: Just before we read on, line 40, 'How far off do you 

















think Berk got that day, extra day, Anthony's?' That's a 





reference to you asking Lou about your son having an extra 














day at Mr Byrne's electorate office; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: That's right, yep. 


MR CARR: Let's read on. 





MR SOMYUREK: Okay, yep. If we can go up a bit more. Stop, 


yep. 


MR CARR: All right. Can we just pause for a moment. At the 
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them. I was hoping that they would be paying. So when 
she said that there was no money - there was a certain 


point at which, when I found out that they actually 














weren't paying, that I started panic. This sounds like 
it's it. This sounds like this is the dialogue. 
MR CARR: Let's come back to your expectations in a moment. If 


ae. 


the Kumar brothers were paying for other people's 





memberships, not because they'll recoup the money from the 
members themselves, but out of their own money, would that 


have troubled you? 


MR SOMYUREK: I'll answer that - if I could just be very - on 


what actually - this is very important that we're accurate 





here and then I'll answer that question as well. In that 





dialogue I was assured that they were all going to rock 


up, they all pay with their - I was assured that they all 





pay with their credit cards. So an assumption there is 
that they pay themselves, right? And when I say to you, 


"T'll make them pay the Kumar brothers,' it will be a case 











of trying to get them to get money off them, I guess. I'm 


not necessarily saying that the Kumar brothers are paying 





for it, okay? Let's be clear on that. It will be a case 





of, ‘Well, you've got to chase this money down then.' And 





I won't necessarily want to know what happened to it. I'm 
not going to say that - would I have gone to the Kumar 
brothers and said, 'And you're not paying, your members 


are paying'? Clearly based on the evidence you've 








received so far, no. Okay? But would I be troubled by 
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the Kumar brothers paying? I don't know. I don't know. 
MR CARR: One reason that a third party might kick in money to 


assist a faction that has three ministers as its leading 








figures might be because of some expectation that 





something will come in return. Can you appreciate that as 
a possible explanation? 

MR SOMYUREK: This is why - I mean, you've done the City of 
Casey. You've done the City of Casey donations and 
disclosure regime and we saw what happens when you take 


that to its logical conclusion. I understand what you're 





saying, money influencing decision makers, and I agree 


with you. In this instance they would - they probably 





would be about trying to build a base for themselves. 








That's how I would have interpreted it in the party. But 





the fact is they haven't paid for our memberships. Those 





people - well, whoever - you saw who paid for it. I paid 





for the money. It didn't get that far. But the 





question's a good one. You do buy influence. But I think 


their motivation would have been if they were - I'm not 





sure if they were paying for memberships in other places, 





but they certainly never got to that stage here. 





MR CARR: Just sticking with the proposition of principle 


rather than for the moment applying it to this 





circumstance, you accept, given the answer that you've 


just given, that if the Kumars had been paying for 





members, that that would be a real problem? 
MR SOMYUREK: No, I didn't say that. You're putting words in 
my mouth. That's not what I said. Well, no, because 


clearly we pay for members, you know. So I didn't say 
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that at all. There's a lot of different people that pay 





for memberships. We can go through them all. But - - - 

MR CARR: Let's do that to this extent. We know of - there's 
been plenty of evidence of MPs paying for members? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: And let's just deal with categories rather than 
individual people. What about third parties - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Okay. 

MR CARR: Paying for members? 


MR SOMYUREK: I think if it's to do with a ministerial - I know 








what you're saying. You're saying trying to buy 


influence, but these guys if they were paying for 





memberships, they would be about trying to build a base 
for themselves - - - 
COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, just a moment, please. I have to 


tell you quite frankly that in the last hour I've had 








great difficulty following any of your answers becaus 


they are so lengthy, convoluted and around the point that 





at the end of an answer I've got no idea what you're 





actually saying in response to the question? 

MR SOMYUREK: Right. 

COMMISSIONER: Now, on this particular issue counsel's asked 
you a very specific question. You need to grapple with 
it and - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Okay. Well, I can't - I can't understand 


a - I really can't see a conflict of interest, if that's 





what you're talking about, and it doesn't appear to be him 
trying to buy influence with the executive, you know, 


ministerial's portfolio. It's clearly what it is. If 
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they were paying for it, they were trying to get influence 


in the Labor Party. 





COMMISSIONER: You see, your difficulty is you keep trying to 
anticipate what the purpose might be for which questions 
are asked. So, instead of answering the question, you 
leap ahead to an answer that's addressed to your 
speculation about why the questions are being pursued. If 
you can just focus on answering the question, we'll 


proceed much mor ffectively and quickly. 





MR SOMYUREK: Okay. In that case you need to give me a third 
option just rather than a yes or no. Life is not, you 


know, life is not - life is not that simple. It's 





complex. It's not just binary opposites, Commissioner. 


There are grey areas. So, sometimes you need to not give 





a yes or no because that actually might not be accurate. 
So that's what I'm grappling with at the moment. 


COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, I'm not saying you have to answer 





yes or no. But you have to answer the question. 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, okay. 

MR GULLACI: Commissioner, just before we start again, can 
I just ask for a quick break in proceedings, if that's 
convenient? 


COMMISSIONER: I think it's a good time for a break, 





Mr Gullaci. We'll give you a good break, Mr Somyurek. 
We'll resume at midday. 
MR GULLACI: Thank you, Commissioner. 
(Short adjournment.) 


COMMISSIONER: I think we're missing Mr Gullaci. Yes. Yes, 





Mr Carr. 
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MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, I just want to put this to you quite 
clearly. What you're saying when you say, 'I'm going to 
make the Indians pay,' in a reference to the brothers is 


that you're going to make them pay for the memberships of 





these Indian members; do you accept that? 





MR SOMYUREK: They were meant to pay, so, yes, the Indians were 


meant to pay themselves, so, yes. Ultimately I don't know 














where the money will come from, but yeah. The Indians 





were meant to pay with their credit cards because I was 
told that's what they do. So I don't know why they didn't 
do that. 

MR CARR: And do you not accept that you had any knowledge that 
money was coming out of the Kumar brothers' pockets rather 
than the people who were joining as members? 

MR SOMYUREK: Obviously they had been recruiting in other 
places. I'm not sure - I'm not sure who's recruiting - 


whether the Kumar - what kept coming back to me was they 








pay, their people pay, they pay by credit card; right? 
That was all that was coming back to me, and when I didn't 
see credit card details on those branch membership forms, 
and this is the moment where I thought, 'Well, hang on, 
they were meant to pay.' 

COMMISSIONER: So the question was were you aware that the 
Kumar brothers were paying for some of the membership? 

MR SOMYUREK: No, because what they kept saying, people in that 


group, the Indians, were saying that all their members pay 








themselves. That's what they were telling me. 
MR CARR: Let's move on then. I tender that recording, 


Commissioner. 
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COMMISSIONER: Yes, 73. 


#EXHIBIT 73 - Audio recording, clip 20-1. 


MR CARR: What we'll do is we'll just listen to clip 20-2. 





We'll just listen to the start. This is a little later, 








just a few minutes later on the same day. We won't have 








the benefit of the transcript. I just want you to listen. 
(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 


MR CARR: Let's just pause there. We'll put the transcript up 





on the screen and I'm conscious that you don't want to see 








the transcript at the same time as the recording, which is 
why we're doing it this way. So Lou says, 'So the Indians 
will pay for these ones,' and you can hear a shuffling of 
papers? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Lou asks you, 'Who is going to pay for the Somalis?' 
You say, ‘I'll have to cause I said to them down here 

they're mine. You don't have to pay for them. Otherwise 


they wouldn't have brought people.'? 





MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: So it's clear that the process on this day is that 
you have committed to pay out of your pocket - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: For Somali members? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 








MR CARR: And what that is consistent with is when you're 
saying, 'I'll pay for the Somalis,' and a little earlier 
in the transcript, the recording that we've just had, 'The 


Kumars will pay for the Indians,' the process that you're 
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discussing is that the Kumars are dipping into their 


L£ 


pocket to pay for the Indian members. With the benefit of 








having this later portion of the transcript, do you now 








accept that that's the case? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes, yes, that's right. But can I please clarify 
this, Mr Carr. At that point the only thing they 
were - this was the first time I started recruiting. This 


was because of the SL stack in the Holt branch, so this 








was a way of trying to hit back. And then in March we do 
an audit of what's happened and then I work out that these 
people haven't paid themselves with their credit card. So 
I go, 'Okay, I'm going to have to go to the Kumar brothers 


Pi nas 


for this now, with what happened.' So, yes, I accept that 





they might - yep. 


COMMISSIONER: I'm just having difficulty reconciling that with 








what you said two or three minutes ago. 
MR SOMYUREK: It's entirely consistent, but okay, I'll just 


agree. The subtle difference was when we went into this 








we were told that the Indians pay themselves with their 








credit cards. This is the point at which I understand 





that the Indians didn't actually pay. 
MR CARR: So let me just try and understand that. These are 


non-genuine members that we're talking about? 





MR SOMYUREK: Well, at this point they're non-genuine members 





because they haven't paid. The Somalis were meant to be 


non-genuine, yes. 





MR CARR: These ethnically Indian people that have been joined 


up in the context of this war, as you've described it - - 
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MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


MR CARR: 


MR SOMYUREK: 


They're not people who had any burning desire to be 


members of the ALP, are they? 





individually. Mr Carr, I'm not trying to say these 
branch stacks. I'm not. I'm not trying to rational 
it. It was, you know, after 19 years we started off 








I don't know because I don't know them 








aren't 


ise 


again. I'm not trying to say this was anything pure, 


right, and proper. I'm not trying to justify it. 


I'm saying is I thought at that point, 





But all 





they don't pay at this point. 






































you know, 


they were 


telling me these guys pay themselves and I've worked out 


MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, the context you were in - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: Is that these people have been brought along to be 
stacked into a branch? 

MR SOMYUREK: That's right. 

MR CARR: And are you seriously saying that you were uncertain 
as to whether they were stumping up their own 50 bucks for 
the privilege of being stacked into that branch? 

MR SOMYUREK: You're right. It was wishful thinking and it 
wasn't right, so I'm happy to admit that. 

MR CARR: I'm not suggesting it was wishful thinking, 

Mr Somyurek. I'm suggesting that you must have well known 
that these people were not stumping up their own 50 bucks 
out of their own pocket for the privilege of being stacked 
into a branch. Now, do you accept that that was your 
state of mind, that you knew that they were not paying for 
their own memberships? 
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MR SOMYUREK: I don't think it makes a material difference, but 


think I was overly optimistic to believe that the 








Indians pay themselves. 

MR CARR: Well, let me just - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: It's clear I was wrong. 

MR CARR: Ask how it is that you believed that these people 
were paying for themselves, knowing what you knew about 
the reason they were joining the ALP; that is, they were 


being stacked? Now, what was it that caused you to have 








the state of mind that you say you did, that you believed 


they were paying their own membership? 








MR SOMYUREK: Because we were told they were. 





COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, as I follow Mr Somyurek's somewhat 
tortured explanation, when he first said that he believed 
each member was paying for their own membership he was 


looking at an earlier part of the transcript. Then when 





you took him to this current passage in the transcript he 

















acknowledges that he understands at this point that those 











memberships are being paid by the Kumars and not by the 
persons who are actually making the membership 
application; that's correct, is it not? 

MR SOMYUREK: That's right. At about this time - I knew there 
was a point at which I came to the realisation that I'm 
going to have to probably pay for these people, right, and 
this was it, right? 

COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, you knew that it was contrary to 
the Labor Party rules - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: To branch stack. 


COMMISSIONER: I'm just talking about this specific form of 
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branch stacking, that someone other than the person 
applying for membership would pay for their membership. 

MR SOMYUREK: That's right, yeah. 

COMMISSIONER: You knew that was contrary to the rules and 
unethical? 

MR SOMYUREK: I knew it was, yes. And it was in response to 
hostile action from the SL, but that's no excuse. 


COMMISSIONER: You keep wanting to refer to that. Are you 





suggesting that the same - you knew as a fact that the 











same thing was being done by the Socialist Left, namely 
that memberships were being paid for by someone other than 


the member? 





MR SOMYUREK: Well, over the years, Commissioner, we've - - - 





COMMISSIONER: No, I'm asking about at this time when - this is 


the explanation you're proffering for this activity at 





this moment in time. Are you saying that you knew on the 





basis of cogent evidence that the same thing was being 





done by the Socialist Left? 
MR SOMYUREK: I don't have any evidence of that. They were 


turning up a lot of people. So, you're sceptical on 








whether I should have believed they were going to pay 
themselves. So I'm saying equally the same cynicism 
should apply to the Left in that case. That's all I'm 
saying. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr Carr. 

MR CARR: I'd like to play to you a later passage in this 
conversation. Can we play from four minutes onwards. 

(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 


MR CARR: If we could pause there if we could, please. 
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COMMISSIONER: Just before you go on, was that at all helpful 
LO your = = 

MR SOMYUREK: I've got to say I could not decipher that. 

COMMISSIONER: No, I don't think this is a helpful process, 


Mr Carr. I think that whatever difficulties there are in 








following the transcript at the same time, it's got to be 





better than just having Mr Somyurek listen. 

MR CARR: Yes. All right, let's give you the transcript. If 
we can look at the bottom of p4 over to - yes, so those 
passages that you've read, if we can just keep them on the 


screen from the last couple of lines of p4. What Lou has 





PY ang 


told you is that signatures on forms don't match 





Signatures on the attendance book for the branch meeting 





that they were supposedly attending; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: Yes, and I say 'fuck', yeah. 
MR CARR: Yes. And then she points out the obviousness of 


the difference. There's some with quite different 





Signatures. Your response is, 'Do people check that 


much?' Now, Mr Somyurek, I want to be quite clear with 








you. What I suggest to you is that you are entirely 


a, 


unperturbed by the idea that signatures have been forged 











in this process and that's the reason that you ask, 'Do 
people check that much?' Now, do you accept that? 
MR SOMYUREK: That's a possibility. The other possibility is 


that they might be their signatures but they haven't done 





it properly. But I do accept that as a possibility, yeah. 
MR CARR: No, no, what I was asking is about your state of mind 


again, and I'm suggesting to you that you're entirely 





unperturbed, not worried at all by signatures having been 
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forged? 
MR SOMYUREK: Can I ask one question? Am I seeing how 


f£ 


different the signature - have I got visual sort of cues 








E 


in front of me or is she saying they look different? 
MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, I just want you to focus on the 
proposition I put to you. You've heard your tone of 


voice. You've got a transcript of what you said when it's 








pointed out that some of the differences are significant 





in the signatures. And I'm putting to you that you 





asking, 'Do people check that much,' shows a complete lack 
of concern at the fact that signatures had apparently been 


A. 


forged in the course of this process. Now, do you accept 





that you felt no compunction at signatures having been 


I 


forged? 





MR SOMYUREK: Well, on the face of it, yes. But there's also 


one other - let me just answer that and just say there's 





also one other explanation. It might be am I thinking 


that she's being too pedantic, you know, is she reading 











too much into it. But I'm willing to say, yeah, that 
shouldn't have been my response. I should have been more 
concerned. 


MR CARR: Let's go to the next question of should that have 
been your response first. That was your response. 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Now, obviously enough, you should have been concerned 
about the fact that signatures had apparently been forged 
in this branch stacking process, shouldn't you? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. Mr Carr, again, can I just add a bit more 


context. These are people that have been put in - this is 
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the meeting in March. These people are putting in 





December - sorry, January, February or so, and they don't 








match the attendance sheet; is that right? Yeah, okay. 


MR CARR: So we've covered off on your state of mind at the 





time? 
MR SOMYUREK: But, Mr Carr, can I just say one more thing to 


ad 


you. Just a matter of if someone's rocked up to a branch 








meeting, this has probably gone through my mind, my state 


of mind, why wouldn't they have signed the attendance 





sheets? 
MR CARR: Well, what might have gone through your mind, 
Mr Somyurek, is that they hadn't in fact attended the 


branch meeting. That might have gone through your mind as 





the reason for the difference in the signatures, mightn't 
it? 

MR SOMYUREK: But there were so many people at the branch 
meeting we could have just substituted anyway. There was 
no need to put them. Like, we had another 50 spare that 
we could have put in, do you know what I mean? 


COMMISSIONER: Or they might have attended the branch meeting, 





Mr Somyurek, but they didn't sign the membership 
application form? 
MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, so that's why it's a bit confusing. But if 


someone said they looked forged, my response should not 





have been just, you know, 'Do people check that much?' It 
was callous. 

MR CARR: It's not so much callous. What it shows is a lack of 
any concern with the rules surrounding ALP memberships? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 
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MR 


CARR: Yes? 

SOMYUREK: I concede, look, I've lost all perspective during 
that time, yes, absolutely. 

CARR: It goes a bit beyond ALP memberships, because forging 
Signatures is a bit more serious than just not caring 
about the rules of a political organisation, isn't it? 

SOMYUREK: Yeah. Who's allegedly forged them? Which 
community were they from? 

CARR: I just want to focus on your state of mind rather 
than looking at those sort of extraneous features, 


Mr Somyurek, and that's why I'm asking about your state of 








mind. What we see is an attitude that is embodied by that 





common phrase 'the end justifies the means'; correct? 


SOMYUREK: I would say so in this atmosphere, yes. And, 





look, let's be frank. I'm not going to fight on this 





issue. There's footage of me in the 60 Minutes program. 
I had lost all perspective and you can condemn me in the 


strongest possible terms and I should be condemned in the 














strongest possible terms. 





CARR: Obviously enough you'd accept that getting 


people - I withdraw that. The circumstances that were 





taking place, that is the stacking war - - - 
SOMYUREK: Yep. 
CARR: And the pressures that came with that - - - 
SOMYUREK: Yes. 
CARR: Were the reason that people would resort to things 
like forging signatures; correct? 
SOMYUREK: Yes. But that pressure was felt on me. That's 


right, but by me. I'm not sure by people - whoever turned 
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these people up. Why would they do it? Like, they had 


plenty of other - each brought multiple members. Why 








a. 


would they forge a signature when they had other people 
that could put it? So for me, yes, Mr Carr, for me the 
pressure was on me, right? We're about to - it was 


massive pressure on me, but not necessarily on those 





people that would have done it. That's my point. 
MR CARR: Well, what might be an explanation is that the 


pressure that you say you felt was on you was pressure 








that you then pushed down on to others to make sure 





whatever needed to happen did happen to get the numbers? 





MR SOMYUREK: They were keen to recruit in the south-east. 





I didn't want them to recruit in the south-east. 








actually called Manoj. The Left complained about Manoj 











being in Holt in the Cranbourne branch. I actually called 
him and said, ‘Mate, get away from that branch. It's the 
Left's branch,' at some point. So, given that they were 





always keen to recruit in Holt, I wouldn't have thought 


there would have been too much pressure on them. But I'm 








happy to accept that, though, Mr Carr. I'm just giving 





you an explanation as I see it. I'm happy to accept that 


I had lost all perspective during that time and, you know, 





I don't think I was, but maybe people couldn't find 





members and they resorted to doing some, you know, shifty 
things. 
MR CARR: All without your knowledge, I assume? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. I mean - that's right. 





MR CARR: Commissioner, can I tender just pl through to line 30 


and from p4 at line 42 through to p5 at line 25 of that 
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exhibit. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, and that's all part of the conversation on 
11 March? 

MR CARR: That's so. 


COMMISSIONER: So that will all be part of exhibit 73. 


#EXHIBIT 73 - (Added) Audio recording, clip 20-1. 
MR CARR: There's another recording which is easier to follow 


from that day, which is clip 20-3. It goes for a fair 








while. We'll put the transcript up at the same time as 





the recording and I'll ask if we can stop a couple of 





times during the course of this. 

(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR SOMYUREK: When's this from? When's this from, Mr Carr? 
MR CARR: I'm sorry, stop, please. 


MR SOMYUREK: What date is this from? 





MR CARR: I thought I said that this was later on the same day. 


MR SOMYUREK: Same day, okay. Yep. 








MR CARR: March, the same meeting. 

(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR CARR: Can we just stop for the moment. Now, that 
reference, 'No, she's here, look, she's got a section of 


her own,' that's a reference of you showing to Ms Kairouz 





the document that you authored the day prior that we've 
already seen? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: The list of the responsibilities. So it's clear 
enough that you'd allocated or drafted that document 


without Ms Kairouz's knowledge because she says you should 
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give a role to her staffer and you say, 'I have'; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 
MR CARR: All right. Can we continue to play until four 
minutes, please. 


(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 





MR CARR: All right. We're just pausing there. I just want to 
go back to a couple of passages. Can we go back to p5, 
the bottom half of the page. At the top of the screen you 
can see '15 can get you delegates in some of those areas', 


and you say at line 40, 'That should be your niche, right, 





apart from servicing everyon Ilse." So this is about the 





purpose of getting delegates, getting power or influence 
within the Labor Party; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, it's about - you're not going to let me do 


a big explanation, because it deserves a really big 





explanation. I was trying to make us the - we were 





getting ready for the Right to unite and killing the 


subgroupings of the Right. There were all these 











= 


subgroupings of the Right, including Moderate Labor. 





I wanted to kill Moderate Labor off and kill the 
subgroupings and make what was there as part of the Right 
Labor Unity. And this was a part of that, just 
integrating all other areas as well; yes. 

MR CARR: Another expression for that is - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: I wanted to keep - I wanted to get away from just 


the ethnic groups. I wanted to incorporate more 





non-ethnic groups or the Anglo-Saxon areas as well into 





that, to get it ready to be a part - just like the 


Socialist Left is and Labor Unity used to be, to expand it 
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from - to make it more white, put it that way, to 





make the Moderate Labor group more white so it's ready to 





take over - so that the Right forms around killing the 


subgroups of the Right, take away the Moderate Labor brand 


to make it - call it the Right or Labor Unity, and to 





break the culture of the subgroups that were formed to 





Js, 


make unity of the Right more difficult around the unions. 


Right, you had the 





AWU faction, the TWU faction, the SDA 








faction. What I ultimately wanted to do is kill those 





subgrouping identit 


ties and merge them all together with 





the - together as 


getting rid of the 





the Right. And that would mean also 


Moderate Labor branding too, so that it 





will just be called Labor Unity as we used to call it. 


Ask the question again, Mr Carr. 


CARR: You've just explained the end game in your mind. 





CARR: The process of getting to that end game was getting 


CARR: Getting influence - sorry, you've answered that. 


T'll move on. Now, if we can just go down to the next 





of the page. If we go down a couple of 


A, 


lines further. Line 15, you refer to Ms Kairouz being 





annoyed with you, having Michael drawn away when he needs 





to be doing Ms Kairouz's work. Michael is Michael 





de Bruyn, her chief of staff; correct? 





COMMISSIONER: 
MR 
MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 
MR 
delegates. 
MR SOMYUREK: Yes. 
MR 
page, the top half 
MR SOMYUREK: That's right. 
MR 





CARR: And what's clear based upon what you say there is 


that there's a history of you taking Mr de Bruyn away from 
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his ministerial tasks to do factional work at your 


bidding; correct? 


MR SOMYUREK: It was a throwaway comment. There's no way he's 


going to sacrifice - anyone's going to sacrifice their 
ministerial work for factional work. I'm giving you a 
considered response as opposed to a throwaway remark 


I made then. 


MR CARR: So are you saying you would be surprised if people 


working in - someone working in Ms Kairouz's office had 





given evidence to the effect that Mr de Bruyn was often 


taken away from his ministerial work to do your bidding? 





MR SOMYUREK: Absolutely. Because he would have just said 


'no'. If a time came up he would have said 'no'. Can 


I just say at that point Moderate Labor - despite me going 





through all that at the moment, Moderate Labor was largely 





managed by that cohort: de Bruyn, Nick, and Oscar and all 





those guys. They set themselves tasks. They were in 





contact with other subgroupings. Sort of Moderate Labor 





functioned at that level. But there's no way de Bruyn 


fe. 


would have come to me if he had pressing - if it was going 








to cut across his ministerial work, he would not 





have - you know, he would not have done factional work. 


It's just a no-brainer. 





COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, what Counsel Assisting is putting 


to you, and you need to understand it, is the Commission 





ee 


has received a body of evidence from other people that you 
did take Mr de Bruyn away from his other work to be doing 


factional work - - - 


MR SOMYUREK: No. 
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COMMISSIONER: And that seems to be confirmed by your answer at 


line 16. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. This was in the media. So that might have 


been - you know, that might have informed thought. But 





I'm telling you as a minister and Ms Kairouz being a 
minister you've got one thought. You're one question time 


Mins L£ 


away from not being fully briefed and not being fully 








prepped and having a bad question time from losing what 


you've tried to achieve all your parliamentary career. 





Being a minister is at the very top of your career. If 





you at all as a minister suspect that someone, as a result 


of them doing something else, will be in danger you'll 








quickly cut that other thing off, whatever it is in the 


way. So I'm telling you that is very clear. 


MR CARR: So is it your evidence that there's no way that you 


or Ms Kairouz would have ever taken yourselves away from 


1. 


prepping for question time to deal with any other issue 











relating to factional matters; is that your evidence? 


MR SOMYUREK: Prepping for question time? This has got a 


specific meaning. I'm not sure that you are referring to 





that specific meeting. For question time we would do an 
hour's prep or half an hour prep. I guess you're not 
referring to that. You're referring to factional 


work - sorry, you're referring to ministerial work? 


MR CARR: I'm picking up on your answer about the relative 


priorities, and you said that when you're a minister 
you're only one bad performance in question time away from 


losing everything you've worked for. 


MR SOMYUREK: That's right. 
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MR CARR: And I'm asking whether you or Ms Kairouz would have 





ever sacrificed preparation for question time to have 


factional work done? 


MR SOMYUREK: So let's be - let's be - I think we're being more 


general. I'm really having trouble with the terminology, 


and this is important. When we say prepping for question 














time we mean - most ministers do probably from let's say 
one hour - if the question time is at 12, they'll do it 11 
to 12. Are you referring to that specific period of time 


or are you using the terms generically? 


COMMISSIONER: Counsel Assisting is responding to your 





proposition that Mr de Bruyn wouldn't have been taken away 


PY cg 


from his ministerial responsibilities, that is supporting 











the minister, because that would expose her, Ms Kairouz; 


she would become vulnerable. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yes. 


COMMISSIONER: And he's questioning that. And you just need to 


try and grapple with Mr Carr's question. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. It's just that Mr Carr used some specific 





language; that's all. Now, Commissioner and Mr Carr, you 
know, no-one - Ms Kairouz, myself, no-one else would 


by a 


compromise their ministerial work; right? people have 




















gone off doing some factional things, it would be - it 
would be that they've got some downtime or they'll make it 


up another time. I'm just telling you you are not going 





to sacrifice your ministerial - you're not going to 
sacrifice the advice coming in to you from your 


ministerial work; you're just not. 


COMMISSIONER: So a question that occurs to me, Mr Somyurek, is 
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you didn't see engaging in conduct which involved 





consistent breaches of the Labor Party's rules and 








engaging in unethical conduct of that sort, you didn't see 





that as threatening your integrity as a minister? 
MR SOMYUREK: Okay. So we're not talking about de Bruyn now. 
You're talking about me and that signature - - - 


COMMISSIONER: I'm just asking I want to understand generally 








how you put the two things alongside each other? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, no, I almost had a different persona as a 
minister. I get the point you're making, and 
I was - yeah, I didn't view it that way. 

COMMISSIONER: So I'm curious why didn't you view it that way? 
Is it because this - the breaches of party rules, that 


unethical conduct, was such an embedded, long-term process 











that you simply treated it as the norm? 
MR SOMYUREK: Commissioner, I'm afraid yes. I thought that we 
would - yes, your answer is - the answer is, yes, it was 


so endemic in the culture of the Labor Party that 





I explained to you yesterday what I was - what I - the 





culture in which I was initiated into and socialised into. 
But we thought we were actually doing well in not, we 
would say, branch stacking for 20 years, staying away from 


the practice. But obviously according to your definition 





we were because we were renewing people. And - - - 
COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, I didn't really want you to go over 


the history of this process again. I just want to 





understand how you reconciled your obligations as a 
minister with the culture of branch stacking. You've 


explained your position. 
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MR SOMYUREK: Okay. 
COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr Carr. 
MR CARR: All right. Can we continue from four minutes, 
please, which is at the bottom of p7. 
(Audio recording played to the Commission.) 
MR CARR: All right. Now, Mr Somyurek, the first issue I need 


to take up with you out of this, if we can go to p12 of 








the PDF, of the transcript, at line 13. You can see you 
appreciate now that line 13 is just above line 15. You 


eg 


say, 'Maybe you guys have a sort of a day where you, the 





three of you go off to the various areas.' The ‘three of 





' is Cripps, Croft and Goodwin; correct? 


you 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: And then 'go off to the various areas'. Mr Goodwin 
says, 'That's actually a really good idea.' Croft says, 
"That's what I was sort of suggesting when we have a 


meeting day where by this date, we check - we do an audit. 


If we haven't received, you know, the branch, all this 





branch stuff that we need, then we devote that day going 

















to a different part collecting who hasn't sent in their', 


and it goes on. So what you're talking about is a meeting 











day where the thr of them go off to a particular FEA and 





do an audit; correct? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, yeah, I'm just trying to work out how's 


that going to be useful for them if they're in different 








regions. Which three was it? I just want to know which 





three - what roles did I assign them? Are they on MAC? 





So if there's a person on MAC representing the west and 


they're going to the north, that would be a waste of time. 
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So that's why I'm just trying to work out why I said that. 
But anyway, yeah 
COMMISSIONER: Does it matter, Mr Somyurek - - - 


MR SOMYUREK: I think it sort of does why I've said it. I'm 





just trying to work out what are they meaning. It doesn't 





matter. Yes, okay. I've said it, yep. 
COMMISSIONER: You're resigned to them giving up days here or 
Phere = Sey 


MR SOMYUREK: Well, no, not necessarily. Remember th 





Labor Party is a private organisation. Weekends is more 
logical because Rick Garotti will be working during the 


day, Burhan Yigit will be working during the day; whereas 














FEAS are geographically located; okay? So on a weekend it 


makes more sense when you can make sure that everyone is 





in their home base, otherwise people are in all parts of 





Melbourne working. 
MR CARR: Let's assist you with that. Can we go to p13, 


line 15. Cripps says, 'If we do it on a Thursday, 





(indistinct) Monday we can pull Cat in, if you don't 








mind.' So what is being suggested is quite explicitly, 
"Because Cat is not working full-time, it has to be one of 
her work days'? 

MR SOMYUREK: Well, that's what Cripps had in his mind 
obviously. What do I say to that? 

MR CARR: Somebody says, ‘Yeah, absolutely.' Goodwin said, 
"Yeah, yeah, that'd be really good,' and then Mr Kairouz 
has a chip about Mr Hilakari. 

MR SOMYUREK: Right. 


COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, it's not about what you said there. 
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It's about what these operatives who are doing factional 





work for you understand is the nature of their work. It's 
not about doing work in private time. Did you ever say to 


any of your electoral officers at any time, 'Thou shalt 





not do factional work during working hours'? 

MR SOMYUREK: I have not said that - - - 

COMMISSIONER: Did you ever say that? 

MR SOMYUREK: I have not said that, no. 

COMMISSIONER: No. The expectation - it's evident from this 
conversation - is that they will do factional work during 
working hours. 

MR SOMYUREK: Commissioner, I've got to take you up on that. 

It is an activist organisation. It is a private 


organisation. Most of the factional - all the factional 





work, except head office, is done after hours. Like, I'm 


sorry, you don't want to hear this, Commissioner. It's 





true. I don't - I will readily admit it, Commissioner; 








I think I've got legislative coverage. I will admit to 








you that this is what's happening. I can't admit to you 





something that's not true. Like, seriously? 





COMMISSIONER: Firstly, we'll come back to the question later, 
I expect, about your suggestion you have legislative 
coverage. But is it not clear from this conversation that 


Pi omg 


these young men who are factional operatives clearly 





assume that they can do this work during working hours of 
the week? 

MR SOMYUREK: That assumption is there, yes. But what I'm 
saying to you is most of these things, tasks, are beyond - 


you know, are expected and are done outside of working 
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hours. And I've said to you before in terms of my 
position - and you're right, Commissioner, I've said their 
first job is their electoral office job. It's not 


acceptable to sit back doing spreadsheets and not 


answering telephone calls, shutting the door because 


fe. 





they're doing factional work. No, that's not acceptable. 











After they do their factional - office jobs and if they've 

















got downtime, I haven't regulated that and said, 'Don't do 


factional work.' And some of this stuff might have gone 








into office hours. But most of it is I think after hours 





because, like I said, people are at work. 
MR CARR: Mr Somyurek, this is a meeting. You're the most 
senior person at this meeting. There's a suggestion by 


you that they have a day where they go off visiting the 





various areas, and then it's made clear that they're 








assuming that, 'This has to be a work day because we'v 


got to make sure it's a day that Cat's working," and you 





don't say, 'Hold on, you've got the wrong idea here. This 
is something you're meant to do on Saturday or 
Sunday' - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: But I do - - - 


MR CARR: Sorry, you accept what I've said so far, don't you? 





MR SOMYUREK: I do, but on the other hand I haven't endorsed it 
either, have I? So - - - 

MR CARR: How does the most senior person in the room giving 
directions about what should happen, does it not 
constitute an endorsement for you to sit there silently 


while they arrange this meeting to be explicitly on a work 





day, it has to be on a work day because we know Cat's only 
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working on particular days? 


MR SOMYUREK: I might not have heard it. Anything could have 





happened. We're looking at transcripts and audio. There 
could have been a number of conversations. But, 
look - - - 


MR CARR: You've heard the audio, Mr Somyurek. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yes, but there's no guarantee I've heard it. 





But, you know, I haven't said, 'No, that's fine, go ona 





Thursday.' To me I don't think it makes much sense. It's 
not - okay, I'll accept that I've given it tacit approval 
then for a weekday. But does it sort of - you know, one 


day out of - one day. I don't - yeah, I shouldn't - I'm 
not even sure I should actually concede ground there, but 


I'm trying to be agreeable. Let's just face this. I'm 





trying to be agreeable. That's why I'm agreeing. I'm 








actually trying very hard to be agreeable because it's 





expedient for me to be agreeable at this stage. 
COMMISSIONER: Mr Somyurek, it's most important you don't agree 


ae 


with something just for the sake of expediency. But is it 











not clear from everything you've said, particularly from 
yesterday, is it not clear that you plainly understood 


PY ang 


actional work is 





throughout the last 20 years that doing 





not part of a member of parliament's public duties? 


MR SOMYUREK: I didn't quite concede to that. But I think it's 











got to be a part of - I think there will be various views 
on that, including mine. Obviously it doesn't 
relate: a == 


COMMISSIONER: Don't worry about anyone else's views; we're 


looking at yours. 
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MR SOMYUREK: Well, it's the way of the MP staying in public 
office. 

COMMISSIONER: Again, don't worry about the embedded branch 
stacking culture and how it might become the norm for a 
member of parliament. I'm asking you as a former minister 


applying your mind to the issue was it not always your 





understanding that the discharge of public duties did not 
include factional work? 
MR SOMYUREK: Now, we're not operating in a vacuum as members 


Bd 


of parliament. If you're keeping your job as any member 





£ 














of parliament you have to engage your organisation. In 





fact it's clear from even the job description here you 





have to engage the organisation of the party as part of 
your job. 
COMMISSIONER: What is the answer to my question, Mr Somyurek? 


Are you saying you always thought that doing factional 








acs 


work was part of the discharge of your public duties as a 
member of parliament? 


MR SOMYUREK: Let me be specific on this. Me organising people 





to go to various FEAs, no. Let me give you that 
clear - - - 

COMMISSIONER: So there's no misunderstanding when I talk about 
factional work here I'm talking about branch stacking, the 
work with which we are here concerned. Did you ever 
consider that this branch stacking culture could be viewed 
or should be viewed as part of the discharge of your 
public duties? 

MR SOMYUREK: As we discussed before, I've been - you know, 


I got initiated into this culture and it was all sort of 
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intertwined. Yeah, it's all been sort of intertwined. 














But - yeah, anyway, I'll leave it at that. 
COMMISSIONER: Do you mean by that you never really - because 
it was so embedded and the norm, you never took a step 


back from it to reach the conclusion that the two are 


PY ass 














quite distinct: doing factional branch stacking work and 











public duties can't be reconciled? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, we know they are distinct. I'm just saying 


that engaging the party organisation is important for any 





member of any political party, because that's the way you 





do retain your job. But let me give you this concession. 














It's not - obviously, strictly speaking, that's not part 


of your brief as a minister and as a member of parliament, 





although legislation isn't clear on that and although the 














position description of an electoral officer also muddies 
it up as well. 
COMMISSIONER: You say it's not clear. We might come back to 


that question. But, more importantly, if I've understood 





your evidence, while you accept that the two are distinct, 








branch stacking culture and public duty, you never ever 
gave conscious consideration to the fact that they had to 
be kept distinct? 

MR SOMYUREK: That was always at the back of my mind, 
Commissioner, which is the reason why I reacted when I got 


the call from Mr Lenders to do what I did. I will always 











believe that, you know, the proportionality test apply 





because we did have a members' guide talking about public, 
you know - - - 


COMMISSIONER: You did. 
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MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. So obviously that's a clear indication of 





what our thought is. 


COMMISSIONER: Well, it is, but I'm not now talking about what 


the code says. I'm looking at your approach to your 
obligations as a member of parliament. Don't let me put 
words in your mouth. As I understood you to say that 





because the norm of branch stacking - because it was the 
norm, you never really consciously addressed the fact that 
it was inconsistent with discharge of public duty? 


MR SOMYUREK: Let's agree with that. But it was so deeply 





embedded in the culture that - it will be harder for 
people outside of the system to understand how embedded it 
is, but I do get your point and I will agree with that 
statement of yours. 

COMMISSIONER: We've taken a while to get there, and I presume 


that's the reason why you never gave your staff, your 





electoral officers or I presume your ministerial advisers, 





you never gave them a specific direction - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER: That they're not to do factional work during 
work - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Absolutely. Yep, absolutely. Yes. 
Proportionality. Like, the reason I'm critical of the 
Red Shirts scheme is it was all a bit of grey, you know. 


Legislation. The members' guide was clear. But it just 











seemed to just blow that out of the water; right? It was 











a case of, 'Well, this is going to be the defining moment. 





When the Ombudsman comes back, are we going to gaol or 


not?' Do you see what I'm saying? 
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COMMISSIONER: You made that point yesterday - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Okay, I'm sorry. Yep, yep. 

COMMISSIONER: You made that point yesterday. The Ombudsman's 
inquiry was directed towards the use of public funds for 
an election campaign. 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

COMMISSIONER: The Ombudsman was not concerned with branch 
stacking. 


MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 




















COMMISSIONER: Which is a different corrupt activity. 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep, I agree with that. The only - the only 
point of - there is an important point of - there is an 
important similarity there; that is where we are now, this 


is what you're looking at, with the party-political work 





or factional work, is where the Ombudsman was at when she 
was looking at the Red Shirts issue. The same issues now 
apply. You had legislation and the members' guide being 
inconsistent. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, well, again you say that and you talk about 


legislative coverage. I'm not sure that that's right, but 





we'll no doubt come back to that later. Yes, Mr Carr. 

MR CARR: Just on your concept of proportionality, can I remind 
you that the meeting that we've just played a couple of 
small passages from took four hours of work time. 

MR SOMYUREK: Are you sure? Four hours? 

MR CARR: There's a recording, Mr Somyurek. 


MR SOMYUREK: Okay. 








MR CARR: The recording runs for four hours. Now, there 


doesn't seem to be any proportionality analysis engaged in 
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diverting a number of public servants from - sorry, 


ang 


taxpayer funded officers from their duties for hours and 





hours of the working day, does there? 
MR SOMYUREK: I'm very - I'm surprised at four hours, yeah. 
I am surprised at four hours meeting time. You know, with 


these things, Mr Carr, you know, you've got to take it on 





an aggregate, not just on that - you know, what we saw in 


the National Conference episode was that there was an 








intense period of activity; right? But then that will be 





offset by having many, many months of no activity at all; 





okay? So that's why I'm suggesting look at these things 





on an aggregate. 

MR CARR: All right. So your proportionality analysis which 
you say determines what you thought was corrupt is a case 
of looking over the year at 'what proportion of this 


person's working time I've tasked them with factional 





work, and as long as it's only days here and there then 





there's no corruption involved, there's no misuse of 


taxpayer resources involved'; is that what you're saying? 





MR SOMYUREK: Again, I think if you look at the proportionality 





analysis and you look at the Red Shirts as a case study, 


100 per cent of their time of employment was working on 





campaigning; whereas here what we've got is MPs' staff 
members who perhaps occasionally might dabble in factional 
politics at work, after they've got some downtime. 

MR CARR: What aspect of spending hours and hours at a meeting 
with you during the course of a day in which they organise 
to have regular meetings at other FEAs do you describe as 


dabbling? 
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MR 


MR 


SOMYUREK: If that's what they're doing in six months that's 
probably a bit of a dabble, isn't it? This is the first 


meeting, obviously. It's clear it's the first meeting. 





So, you know, four hours is amazing. I just didn't think 
it would be four hours. But this doesn't contradict 


anything I've got to say. I wouldn't be having regular 








meetings of four hours; absolutely not. 

CARR: Let's just look at the bottom of p10. This is the 
section where you complain that too often you've had to go 
down and do database stuff. 

SOMYUREK: Yep. 

CARR: And it's detracted from your ministerial work. 

SOMYUREK: Yep. 

CARR: Now, what you're saying there is that there hasn't 
been enough factional - you haven't had enough people to 
deploy to do this factional work; you've had to do some 
yourself? 

SOMYUREK: Yeah, well, I've had to do it myself. The fact 


that the minister is doing it himself, what does that say 








to you? It's done after hours. 
CARR: You're saying that it's unacceptable that you have to 
do it, consistent with your earlier recording where you're 


saying, 'We need to get them doing grunt work.' What 





you're concerned to do is to hive off the grunt work, the 








factional work, from you to these staffers; correct? 


SOMYUREK: To activist, yeah. 





CARR: You like to use the word 'activist'. But the reason 


I use the word 'staffers' is because they're doing this in 





their working day, this is the job that they're doing, 
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Mr Somyurek; is that right? 


MR SOMYUREK: Their job is as electoral officers. 





MR CARR: Not all of them. Some of them are ministerial 
officers, as we've discussed. 

COMMISSIONER: Mr de Bruyn was, was he not, the chief of staff? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


COMMISSIONER: In Ms Kairouz's office? 





MR SOMYUREK: That's right. 
COMMISSIONER: And when you say at line 43, 'Michael does a 
good job,' that's a reference to Mr de Bruyn? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. Michael would not be at this - doesn't do 





this little stuff. He would be dealing with other 





subgroups' second in charge, right, because everyone's 


busy, the factional secretary - sorry, the union 
secretaries. So my main job was not Moderate Labor; it 
was dealing with the union secretaries. And Michael would 





be dealing with the next rung down of the union's faction 
secretary; right? 


COMMISSIONER: But it was factional work? 





MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, but it wouldn't be - like, there wasn't 
that much - before Admin every month there might be a 
couple of telephone calls exchanged. Again, I can't 
see - there isn't day in and day out work, Commissioner. 


I feel bad because you guys think there is and you think 





that I'm just stonewalling you. There actually isn't. 
COMMISSIONER: No, I'm sorry, I was just picking up an earlier 
piece of your evidence in which you said you didn't 


believe Mr de Bruyn was doing factional work with - - - 





MR SOMYUREK: He would be doing it at a higher level; that 
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is - I think he was on Admin Committee, or was he going to 


get on Admin Committee? It would be liaising with - the 











union secretaries are busy. So they often delegate; 





right? They're dealing with captains of industry. 
They're dealing with their own unions. And politics is 


something they play with on the side, which is a headache 





in itself, Commissioner; I won't go into the details 











there. Because they engage, they don't engage, and they 





ngage lat 


Anyway, so de Bruyn would be sort of dealing with 





them, and it was recognised that we were a bit of a - you 





know, we were the leaders of the Right. So they would 
come to us, and if there was - de Bruyn would manage stuff 


at that level. And then if there was other stuff that 











I had to make a call on and then speak to the 














faction - the union secretaries, he would bring that to 
me. But he wasn't grunt work. He was just a bit of 
a - you know, he was just working one step under the 


leadership of the Right. 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr Carr. 

MR CARR: Can we just be clear about - if we go to p12, 
starting from line 14, this idea - what's taken place in 
this meeting is you're setting up the systems that are 
going to be in place going forwards; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


MR CARR: And so if you look at - sorry, see where you say, 





"Maybe you guys have a sort of day where the three of you 


go off to the various areas;' Mr Goodwin says, ‘That's a 





really good idea;' Mr Croft says, 'That's what I was sort 
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of suggesting when we have a meeting day where by this 





date, we check - we do an audit. If I haven't received, 


you know, the branch, all this branch stuff that we need, 





‘fe. 


then we devote that day to going to a different part 








collecting who hasn't sent in their' and it goes on. 


What's being proposed is an ongoing system that there's to 





be these days on a regular basis henceforth; correct? 
SOMYUREK: Did they say - sorry, can you just go through the 
days, regular days that they have? Yeah. 
CARR: Just look at what's on the screen. You've suggested 


a day where they go off to various areas. And Croft says, 





"That's what I was suggesting, that we have a meeting day 
where by this date, we check - we do an audit. If 
I haven't received, you know, the branch, all this branch 


stuff that we need, then we devote that day to going to a 











different part collecting who hasn't sent in their'; 








what's being proposed is for every membership month - - - 
SOMYUREK: Yeah. 


CARR: There's to be a date by which they need the forms to 





check for that month, and if they haven't got it they'll 





do an audit and so forth; correct? 

SOMYUREK: Yeah, I don't - that's a very inefficient, 
impractical way of doing business, what I'm just reading 
here. 

CARR: It might be an inefficient and impractical way of 
doing business, but in a sense that sort of doesn't matter 


because you've got this enormous workforce to deploy, 





Mr Somyurek, don't you? 


SOMYUREK: No. I'm having trouble understanding - what I've 
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been grappling - I'm trying to give you a very accurate - 


so I am nitpicking, Mr Carr, I apologise. I'm not trying 





to be difficult. I'm still at that stage where I say, 





well, we had the three regions meeting: west, north, 


Ad 


south-east. How can different regions go to different 








FEAs, because the other two are sort of - you know, are 








not needed at that FEA? Anyway, what is your point? Let 
me ask - I'll answer the question. Let me just grapple 
with that as you ask me that question. 

CARR: MAC meets every month at the end of the month? 


SOMYUREK: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 





CARR: So you need to go through the papers every 
month - - - 
SOMYUREK: Yep. 


CARR: Before the MAC meeting. And you need therefore - 





what they're talking about is to do this audit, this 





meeting day, every month; correct? 
SOMYUREK: That's what they appear to be suggesting, yes, 


which I think it's unnecessary anyway. 





CARR: All right. 


COMMISSIONER: We've heard some of the evidence in public about 


MR 


the MAC process, and a considerable amount of evidence 
received, Mr Somyurek, that's not been part of the public 
hearings - - - 


SOMYUREK: Right. 


COMMISSIONER: About the MAC process and the intensity of 





the work involved. And that's not just something that's 














arisen in the context of this war in the south-east; that 


MAC process was a process that's been followed, it seems, 
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on a pretty regular basis? 


MR SOMYUREK: 


My understanding of our protocols of MAC, when 


I say Moderate Labor, is that - now, let's put aside what 


Nick and Elle did under Anthony Byrne's instructions. 


That's 


an outlier; that doesn't happen. You know, they 








got kicked out of that meeting because they tried it on. 


What normally happens, and I think Rick's probably 


explained this a well, and again I haven't been part of 


Tyas 





that if there is a concern from any area or if 


there is a mass uptake of activity, unusual activity, ina 








particular area you will let the people who are from that 





particular area say, ‘Look, blah, blah, blah matched. The 


Left have just notified or put in 13 members. What do you 





want us to do with it? Shall we hold it up, or do you 


think they're legit, or do you have a local deal going 








with the Socialist Left?' That's the type of thing. Or 





they'll say - the regional people will say, ‘Look, you 





know, Rick or Oscar, can you please - we've put in about 


five members this month. Can you please make sure that 








they don't get knocked off for no good reason? They're 


all legit, they're all good. And if you can just keep an 


eye on 


them.' 


not int 


Correct 





it for me and see if there's any problem with 
That's the type of thing that MAC is about. It's 


tensive going to AEC checks. I'm happy to be 





ted, but that's my understanding of what it is. 


COMMISSIONER: Mr Carr, when you've finished with this 


MR CARR: 





transcript, I note the time, we might break for lunch. 


Yes, I'll be a couple of minutes longer. 


COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
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MR CARR: 


If we go back to p7, 


line 


20, Ms Kairouz says, 


'I think what you need to do in the 


quickly, 


and my office has done 


doing it as part of renewals. 


offices think of - what other 





is to ensure that um, all 


the 








short-term very 


this already and they're 


I don't know whether our 


stakeholders think of this, 





the um what do you call them, 








VEC or AEC enrolments are up to date.' So Ms Kairouz 
certainly thinks that it's an important part of 
process to check AEC enrolments, doesn't she? 


the 








MR SOMYUREK: Yes, that's to get on to a voting roll; okay? 


Not 


apparently was that what 


for monthly MAC meetings. 











ls 


So the theory behind MAC 





Ms Schreiber when everyon 


mee 


to 





their new members was, 





ting for them rocking up wit 


got 


they had said to Nick and 


angry at that MAC 


th all of these challenges 





' Thai 


t's what we do when we're 





about to complete the rolls for a particular election. 


That's when you do 


election basis for 





the checks. 


the rolls;' 


Tha 











t's on an election by 





right 


t? 


And I think she might be also referring to every 


year when they do the renewals to make sure that the 


people haven't moved or, 


correct addresses down so that 


updated; okay? So it could be 


be renewal every year, 





but I don't 





if they've moved, to put the 


the party records have been 





CWO 


things. One, it could 





think that's relevant 


here, or it could be - it could be before some election is 


happening 


fine. 


MR CARR: 


we used to always just do it as a, 


Pao 1172] 





Let's just go down to p8, 


PUBLIC 3933 





IBAC (Operation Watts) 





line 


that they need to make sure AEC details are 


But that will be done on a region by region level. 


10, Lou says, 'Because 


you know, every year, 
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just check every single one.' Ms Kairouz says, ‘Yeah, 


yeah, yeah.' Lou says, 'But the problem is because we 











don't have access to that central roll.' Ms Kairouz says, 


"Well, no, but hang on we've got Western Metro." Down at 





line 31, 'Northern Metro, South Eastern Metro.' You say, 





line 35, 'Yeah we've got 'em pretty much covered. We can 

















go to Kimberley's office.' Kimberley is Kimberley 
Kitching? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep, the senator. 

MR CARR: Now, what you're talking about there is having access 
to Electoral Commission rolls for various regions; 
correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yes. 

MR CARR: Now, the system was that each MP could access the 
Electoral Commission rolls within their region; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. I don't even know how to log in to my one. 
That's also passed me by. But I believe, yes. 

MR CARR: And within the MP's office there's access to the MP's 
region? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yeah. 

MR CARR: And what you suggest is getting access to the whole 
of Victoria because Ms Kitching as a senator has access to 
the whole of Victoria; correct? 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: Now, are you aware of why MPs are limited to having 
access to their own region? 

MR SOMYUREK: No. 

MR CARR: Did you give any thought to the fact that that 
limitation was placed on MPs when you suggested access 
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might be used through Ms Kitching's office? 

MR SOMYUREK: I mean, I would have - I didn't think there was 
any legislative hurdles in the way. I thought for 
practicality why have additional data sitting on each 
MP's, you know - why should each MP have additional data. 


I don't know. To be frank, I haven't thought about it. 








just accepted that each individual MP had their own 





area. So I'm not going to say that I've given thought to 
why they haven't. 
MR CARR: You must have appreciated that there's some reason 
that you can't all access the whole of Victoria, that 
there's some restriction placed upon each MP? 


MR SOMYUREK: Yeah, I mean, since - since day one when I joined 








the party and we started doing these things the senator's 


office would be where people will gravitate to for a 





A 


generic database, getting addresses checked from various 








areas. That's just been the culture. It used to be 





pices 


Conroy's office, Feeney's office, Jacinta's office. 

MR CARR: Let's just again focus on you, and I understand your 
explanation to be, 'This is the culture I was' - - - 

MR SOMYUREK: Yep. 

MR CARR: ‘Brought up in.' But did it never occur to you that, 


"Surely there must be some restriction which is the reason 





I haven't got access to this, and I'm circumventing that 
restriction by saying, "Let's go to Senator Kitching's 
office"'? 

MR SOMYUREK: No, actually. No. 


MR CARR: Genuinely never crossed your mind? 





MR SOMYUREK: I didn't think it was for any legislative reason. 
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Is there a legislative sort of prohibition on it? 


MR CARR: No, I just want to understand your state of mind, 





Mr Somyurek. Is it your state of mind that you just never 





thought, 'Oh, I might be circumventing some rule here by 





Mend 


ducking into Senator Kitching's office to access what I'm 





not able to access!? 


MR SOMYUREK: Obviously - I'll give you an answer. If it's a 








legislative requirement I would be taking it seriously. 








If it's ALP, let's be frank, doing what we've done, 


renewed memberships and stuff, if it was a party 





requirement, probably it might have been - I probably 





thought that's why people engage in this practice, because 


it's only a party requirement. 
COMMISSIONER: ‘Because it's', what did you say - - - 
MR SOMYUREK: It's not a legislative - it's not a legislative 


prohibition. 





COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, is that a way of saying if it's only 
a party rule you could accept breaking it? 
MR SOMYUREK: Well, the practice is people - the common 


practice is that people do it. So it's in a way not a 





legislative requirement, Commissioner. That's different. 





If it's the law, it's different. But party rules - if 





everyone's breaking the party rule, there is a problem; 
right? 

COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr Carr. 

MR CARR: I tender that transcript, Commissioner. 


COMMISSIONER: That will be exhibit 74. 


#EXHIBIT 74 - Transcript of recording 20-3. 
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M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 





M 





28 


29 


COMMISSIONER: Does that complete that? 

MR CARR: It does. 

COMMISSIONER: So we'll have a break now for lunch, 
Mr Somyurek. We'll resume at 2.15. 


<(THE WITNESS WITHDREW) 





LUNCHEON ADJOURNMENT 





.09/11/21 PUBLIC 3937 A. 





IBAC (Operation Watts) 


SOMYUREK XN 
BY MR CARR 





328% 


2:28 


$283 


s2es 


2:28 


$283 


24P. 


< 29P 


27P. 


31P 


335P. 


36P 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 





M 


